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will make the procedure much easier for
them, and they will be able to pay by
cheque at regular intervals—probably at
monthly intervals—the levy to the fund,
instead of having to use the present cum-
bersome procedure.

The livestock agents referred to make
up the body known as the Western Austra-
lian Livestock Salesmen's Association and
include Westralian Farmers, Elder Smith
& Co., Dalgety’s and Goldsbrough Mort.
These four firms between them handle
about 95 per cent. of the sales of pigs
throughout the whole of the State, and
the Government and the association feel
that the fund would not be affected in any
way, but the collection of the money would
be much more easily and efficiently handled
under the system of payment by chegue.

Mr, Nalder: Would you allow the same
privilege to bacon curers?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The other 5 per cent. of sales are handled
by the balance of the livestock agents, and
they will be expected to carry on under the
same conditions as obtain at present. It
would be fairly easy for them to do this,
but the large firms find it extremely diffi-
cult to keep in touch with every sale and
to make their records accoerdingly.

So it is proposed that the firms who
handle the other 5 per cent., such as the
bacon curers, the canners and smallgoods
manufacturers, shall carry on as they do
at present; and this should not be a hard-
ship to them. At all times the Minister
will have the authority, if he so desires and
on applicaton, to transfer any one of these
peopie over to the new system of cheque
payment.

That is all the Bill seeks to do, and I
do not think there should be any objection
to it. The fund is held by the Treasury
and administered by the Department of
Agriculture. The whole scheme is working
safisfactorily and the payment of the levy
by cheqgue in the cases T have referred to
will facilitate collections. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Mr. Nalder, debate ad-
journed.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE

(Hon. E. K. Hear—Warren): I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
till 2,15 p.m. Thursday.

I am asked to advise members that the
House will sit after tea on that day.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 10.5 p.m,
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QUESTIONS.

PHYSIOTHERAPY.
Appointment of Teacher from London.

Hon. A. F. WATTS asked the Minister
for Health:

(1) Is it a fact the the Physiotherapists’
Board has appointed a teacher from Lon-
don to be brought to Western Australia to
take over the physiotherapy ftraining
school?

(2) If the answer is in the affirmative,
will he advise if this new appointee will
arrive in this State prior to the date set
for the examinations of this year's
trainees?

(3) If the answer to No. (2) is in the
negative, what person does the board an-
ticipate will be appointed to conduct the
examinations?

The MINISTER. replied:

(1) The Physiotherapists’ Board has ap-
pointed a lecturer for the physiotherapy
training school to work under the direc-
tion of the honorary medical director.

(2) and (3) It is at present uncertain if
the lecturer will arrive in this State prior
to the annual examinations. The board
is at present considering the action to be
taken if his arrival is delayed.

HOUSING.

(a) Availability of Land, Wembley Downs.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Houysing:

(1> Has the State Housing Commission
made any approach to the Perth City
Council to make land available in the
Wembley Downs area?

(2) As the building of homes is pro-
ceeding rapidly within the Perth Road
Board section of this area, and an access
road is required south to the Boulevarde,
when is the Perth City Council likely to
allow development in this area to pro-
ceed?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) No. '

(2) Unknown as the Commission holds
no land in this area.

(b} State Housing Commission, Net
Administrative Cost.

Hon. D. BRAND asked the Minister for
Housing:

What has been the total net adminis-
tration cost to the State of the State Hous-
ing Commission for each of the past five
years?

The MINISTER replied:
1952-53—Nil.
1953-54—Nil,
1954-55—Nil.
1955-56—Nil.
1956-57—Nil.

[ASSEMBLY.]

FULL COURT AND BARRISTERS’
BOARD APPLICATION.

Suppression of Practitioner's Name.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Justice:

(1) Is he aware of the statement issued
in “The West Australian” on Thursday,
the 26th September, of an application be-
fore the Full Court by the Barristers'
Board, to deal with a report on one of
its members for misconduct?

(2) What reasons were given to sup-
press the natme of the person concerned?

(3) Is this the usual practice and does
it apply in all cases of this nature?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.

{(2) and (3) I am informed that there
was no intention to suppress the name
of the practitioner concerned, namely, Mr.
Nathaniel Peaden Lappin.

It is not uncommon in these cases for
the practitioner to be referred to in court
as “the practitioner’” until the court has
decided to punish him, in which event the
usual practice is for the practitioner to he
then named.

In Mr. Lappin’s case his name as “Mr.
Lappin” has been mentioned in court by
his own counsel, and in some other similar
cases in this State the practitioner’s name
has been mentioned during the hearing.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES.,

(a) Extension {0 Eastern Wheat Belt
amd Goldfields.

Mr. EVANS asked the Minister for

Works:

(1) What progress has heen made by
the State Electricity Commission with its
extensions through the eastern wheat belt
districts?

(2) Is it intended to extend the com-
mission’s operations to Kalgoorlie and
Boulder?

The MINISTEF: replied:

(1) Extensions have been completed to
Kellerberrin as planned.

(2} No.

(b) Collie Plani, Use of Muja Open-cul
Coal.

Mr, COURT i(without notice) asked the
Minister for Works:

(1) Was he correctly reported in ‘“The
West Australian’ of the 3rd October, 1957,
under the heading “Collie Unit in 7
Years?”

{2) If not, in what particular was he
wrongly reported?

(3) If he was, does this mean that the
Government is committed to a policy of
using open-cut Muja coal for the new
Collie power station, if it is proceeded
with? :
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The MINISTER replied:

(1) The article referred to is half state-
ment from me and half newspaper com-
ment. In the part which refers to the
statement from me, I am correctly re-
ported.

{2) The newspaper comment commences
at this statement—

There are large coal deposits at
Muja where the coalfields’ biggest
open-cut is worked by the Griffin
company.

and continues to the end of the article.

(3) Answered by No, (2),

(e) Amplification of Answer.

Mr. COURT (without notice) asked the
Minister for Works:

Can I take it from his answer to my
question without notice that the Govern-
ment is not committed to the use of open-
cut Muja coal for a new Collie power sta-
tion if it is eventually proceeded with, be-
cause I cannot make up my mind from
the answer he gave me?

The MINISTER replied:

Yes.
TRANSPORT,
{al Cost of Operaling Trolley and Diesel
Buses,

Mr. JOHNSON asked the Minister re-
presenting the Minister for Railways:
What is the cost per vehicle-mile and
per passenger-mile of—
(a) trolley-buses;
{b) diesel buses;
for: (1) fuel; (2) wages; (3) repairs; (4)
depreciation?
The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT re-
plied:

Per Per
vehicle- passenger-
mile, mille,
{a) Trolley-buses— pence. pence.
Electric power .. ... 8.28 1.131
Wages (drivers and
conductors) . 23.00 4.50
Repalrs and renewals 8.11 1.101
Depreciation 4.576 0.824
(b) Omnlbuses—
Fuel S, 401 1.145
Wages (drivers ahd
conductors) 14.11 4.03
Repalrs and renewals 5.41 1.54
Depreclation 2133 0.781

(b) Wiheat and Super Cartaege, Lake
Grace-Hyden Area.

Mr. PERKINS asked the Minister for
Transport:

Further to my question answered on the
1st October regarding contracts for carting
grain and superphosphate between the
railway and Hyden, Ealgarin and
Pederah—
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(1) Will each contractor be allotted
an equivalent percentage of super-
phosphate o cart as compared
with the grain carted by each?

(2) If so, will farmers who have their
superphosphate carted by P. Mun-
day have this charged at id. per
ton mile more than that carted
a similar distance by A. J.
Shreeve?

(3) If the cost of carting superphos-
phate is to be id. per ton mile
extra, why was the tender from
P. Munday accepted?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) No; each farmer will have complete
freedom to employ whichever carrier he
chooses.

(2) Answered by No. (1),

(3) Where no bhack-loading is available,
both carriers tendered the same rate for
superphosphate and wheat, but in the case
of P. Munday the impracticability of
carrying superphosphate in his vehicle
while fitted for the bulk-handling of grain
precluded his quoting a back-loading rate:

fc) Amount Paid by Privale Bus
Operators.

Mr. HEARMAN asked the Minister for
Transport:

Will he advise the House of the amount
of money paid by operators of private
buses to the Transport Board for the year
ended the 30th June, 1957—

(a) by operators in the metropolifan
area;

(b) by operators outside the metro-
politan area?

The MINISTER replied:

(a)} £57,872 19s. 6d. including £898 19s.
6d. paid by the Fremantle Tramways
Board.

(b £3,332 1s, 10d. including £1,668 19s.
6d. paid by the Midland Railway Co.

fd) Pinjarre-Bunbury Service.

Mr. ROBERTS asked the Minister for
Transport:

(1) In view of the recent cuts in both
rail and railway road bus services on the
Perth-Bunhury line, has the Transport
Board to date received any application
from private bus operators to commence
a service between Pinjarra and Bunbury?

(2) If so, what was the decision of the
Transport Board in regard to the appli-
cation?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) No such application has been re-
ceived by the Transport Board.

(2) Answered by No. (1).
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{e) Search of Vehicles, Legal Position
of Inspectors.

Mr. HEARMAN (without notice) asked
the Minister for Transport:

What is the legal position of an inspec-
tor appointed by the Transport Board who
stops a vehicle with a view to searching
it for goods illegally carried and who
forcibly opens any part of that vehicle and

fails to find any goods illegally in the
vehicle?

The MINISTER replied:

I would suggest that a legal question
warrants something more than an im-
promptu reply. If the member for Black-
wood cares to place his question on the
notice paper and give an illustration on
the point he has in mind, if possible, I
will see he is given a sufficient reply.

LAND SETTLEMENT.

Conditional Purchase Holdings, Albany
Ared.

Mr. HAILIL asked the Minister
Lands:

(1) How many farms are there in the
Albany area under the conditional pur-
chase scheme?

{2) What number of such farms under
that scheme are being worked in accord-
ance with the conditions of their leases?

(3) How many farms operating' under
conditional purchase in the Albany area
are not complying with the conditions of
their leases?

The MINISTER replied:

) Separate statistical records relating to
inspections of conditional purchase leases
are not kept for each district.

The following information relates to the
area north of Albany and east of the
Narrikup-Albany line, which was made
available for selection under special settle-
ment conditions.

(1} 179 conditional purchase leases.
(2) 125.

(3) Of the remaining 54, eighteen
lessees have been warned that forfeiture
will proceed if improvement conditions are
not immediately complied with, whilst in-
wluest.igations are in progress concerning 36
eases.

for

COMPREHENSIVE WATER SCHEME.
Progress, Wongen and Midland Line Areas.

Hon. D. BRAND asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:

Will he give a detailed report to the
House on what progress has been made in
providing a comprehensive water scheme
to the Wongan and Midland line areas?

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER replied:

Storage on Gingin Brook is vital {o any
comprehensive pipe scheme for reticulated
water in the Wongan and Midland lines
area. Investigations are still proceeding
with the object of proving a suitable-dam
site. Over 500ft. of drilling and sampling
have already been carried out and the in-
formation gained is such that it is necessary
to carry out further extensive drilling
throughout the possible storage basin before
definite conclusions can be reached.

LONG SERVICE LEAVE.
Legislation Respecting Private Indusiry.

Mr. COURT asked the Premier:

(1) Has Cabinet settled the principles
on which it will introduce legislation for
long service leave in private industry?

(2) When will the legislation be intro-
duced?

(3) Can he indicate the pattern on
which the leave will be based and whether
it will include any new features compared
with the ' legislation already existing in
other States?

The PREMIER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) During the next few days.

(3) This information will be
available when the Bill is introduced.

made

RAILWAYS.
fa) Retaining Weall, Swanbourne.

Mr, CROMMELIN asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Railways:

Will he inform the House when the re-
taining wall to be built on the eastern side
of the overhead bridge at Swanbourne,
adjoining Claremont Crescent, will be
completed by the department?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT re-
plied:

It is planned to have the work com-
pleted before the 31st Octoher, 1957.

(b} Government Decision re Commission.

Mr. COURT (without notice) asked the
Premier:

{1) Has the Government made a de-
cision to introduce legislation to pravide
for a single railway commissioner, and will
such legislation be introduced this session?

(2) What procedure will be followed by
the Railways Commission pending an addi-
tional appointment or change in the legis-
lation now that there is only one effective
commissioner for all practical purposes?

The PREMIER replied:

(1) The Government is giving very
careful consideration to the steps which
it will require to have taken to meet the
situation which has developed with respect
to the Railways Commission.
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(2) The Minister and the remaining
commissioner will consult together in the
event of any matter of policy having to be
decided hefore the mnecessary legislation
has heen introduced.

(e} Appointment of Mr. Lee as Assistant
Commissioner.

Hon. D. BRAND (without notice) asked
the Premier:

(1) Is it not a fact that Commissioner
Smith mentioned in his report on the
Railways Commission that the Vietorian
Government, advised against the appoint-
ment of Mr. Lee as an assistant commis-
sioner to the Western Australian Govern-
ment Railways?

(2) If so, can he explain why his Gov-
ernment proceeded to make this appoint-
ment?

The PREMIER replied:

I do not think that the Royal Commis-
sioner reported in the manner mentioned
hy the Leader of the Opposition. How-
ever, I think there was something in his
report to the effect that an officer of the
Victorian Railway Department had sug-
gested to the Minister for Railways in this
State at that time that Mr. Lee would not
be a suitable persofi to be appointed as a
commissioner of railways. I do not re-
member the circumstances as they might
have occurred at the time, as the period,
of course, is well over a year or so ago, In
addition, I would say that this Government
appointed Mr. Lee as an assistant com-
missioner to concentrate on the financial
side of the affairs of the Railway Depart-
ment, Mr. Lee, by training and experience
being qualified to do that work. He was
also appointed for the purpose of looking
after the question of amenities for railway
employees to the extent to which the Gov-
ernment could, from year to year, make
money available for the purpose of provid-
ing amenities. I would say this, in con-
clusion, that had the other two commis-
sioners possessed the strength and abili-
ties and, with one of them, the honesty,
which at that time we believed them to
possess, I think it would not have been
possible for the third commissioner to
have developed in the way he did.

FRUIT.
Road Cartage to Ships.

Mr. HEARMAN asked the Minister for
Transport:

In view of the information given in
answer to questions earlier this session,
to the effect that it costs from £45 to £50
in shunting charges to place a truck of
fruit alongside an overseas ship on a Sun-
day, will the Government give favourable
consideration to the cartage by road of
fruit to be shipped in vessels clearing port
on a Sunday?
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The MINISTER. replied:

The cost of £45 to £50 referred to is the
cost of working a full 8-hour shift and
could cover the cost of handiing a full
train. In cases of emergency the Trans-
port Board issues special permits. This
has already been done to enable fruit to
reach Fremantle urgently for week-end .
loading on to ships and such policy will
be continued when the occasion arises.

BRICKS.
Output of Byford-Armadale Works.

Mr. WILD asked the Minister for Native
Welfare:

(1) What is the daily output in the
supply of pressed and wire cut bricks from
the Byford-Armadale brick works?

(2) Are hoth plants working to capacity?
(3) If not, why not?
The MINISTER replied:

(1} Quarter ended the 30th September,
1957, hased on a 5-day week, 123,000.

(2} Armadale No. 2 pressed brick works
is working to capacity but Byford and
Armadale No. 3 works are below maximum
capacity.

(3) Substantial losses were incurred
when working to full capacity in 1954-55
and 1955-56 with an average weekly pro-
duction of 146,700 bricks. Losses on a
lower level of production have practically
been eliminated. New target figures oper-
ating from the 1st October should lift
production to 140,000 bricks daily with
production at an economic level.

NATIVE WELFARE.

Commissioner and Action re Mr, Cranny’s
Letter.

Mr. GRAYDEN (without notice) asked
the Minister for Native Welfare:

(1} Is he aware that a letter written
by a Mr. Cranny, of Roleystone, for the
purpose of refuting incorrect statements
by another writer in respect of the Native
Welfare Department, was published in this
morning’s edition of “The West Austra-
lian”?

(2) Is he aware that, as a consequence
of the publication of that letter, the Com-
missioner of Native Welfare this morning
went out to Roleystone, where he located
the writer; and in various ways, and in a
most unseemly and abusive manner,
threatened Mr. Cranny, his wife and other
occupants of the farm?

(3> Did the commissioner go out fo
Roleystone with, or without, the approval
of the Minister?

(4) Does the Minister approve of this
attempted intimidation by the commis-
sioner of possible witnesses at the pend-
ing inquiry?



1928

The MINISTER replied;

I recall reading two letters in this morn-
ing’s paper dealing with native welfare
matters. I did not know that the commis-
sioner had gone to these people’s resi-
dence this morning. I left my office about
930 a.m. to do some official business and

- did not get back until 1.50 p.m., so I was
not able to contact the commissioner in
regard to the matter and cannot report
whether his conduct was unseemly or un-
warranted. I will have the matter investi-
pated. I will have to get all the facts
in order to say whether I approve or not.
I do not know the circumstances.

HOGGET.
Price.

Mr. LAWRENCE (without notice) asked
the Minister for Asgriculture:

Having regard to the question I asked
on the 1st October, relative to the cost of
hogeet and the answer to it—absolutely
nil—does the Minister realise that in the
“Daily News” of Wednesday, the 2nd
October, it shows hogget advertised at
1s. 2d. per 1b. Can the Minister explain
the position to the House?

The MINISTER replied:

I certainly cannot explain the position
to the House, as I have no knowledge of
it. If the hon. member will place his
question on the notice paper, I will have
the matter examined and properly ex-
plained.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

1, Junior- Parmers' Movement Act
Amendment.
Introduced by the Minister for Edu-
cation. .
2, Shearers’ Accommodation Act Amend-
ment.
Introduced by the Minister for
Labour.

BILL—COMPANIES ACT AMENDMENT.
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT
{No. I).

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 26th Sepfem-
ber.

MR. ROSS HUTCHINSON (Cottesloe)
[2.38]1: This Pill seeks to amend the
Licensing Act in two main particulars.
The first one has to do with the widen-
ing of that section of the Aet which en-
ables railway passengers to be served with
aleoholic refreshments at railway bars.
With the modern trend in road transport
it has been found that local railway hbus
passengers have been excluded from heing

[ASSEMBLY.]

able to partake of these refreshments, and
the PBill seeks to overcome that anomaly
With that I agree; but with a minor por-
tion of the amendment I disagree, because
I feel that we should not allow all and
sundry to partake of refreshment at rail-
way refreshment rooms, I cahnot see why
the railway refreshment rooms should be
permitted to dispense liguor to anyone whe
cares to go along, and at the appropriate
time I intend to move for the deletion of
this provision.

The provisions in the Bill which hawe
to do with the making available of hote
sites in newly subdivided areas of land are
ones with which I agree in general; and 1
feel that, perhaps, there may be some
necessity for them, although not the full
necessity that the Minister appears to
think is warranted.

I consider that one portion of this
division relating to hotel sites could well
be deleted without destroying the purport
of the amendments referred to. The
portion I have in mind has to do with
the resolving of possible doubts, enabling
the Crown in right of the State and any
agency or instrumentality of the Crown in
right of the State, and the State Housing
Commission to make application for a site
certificate in respect of a site in the sub-
division that has heen allocated by the
Licensing Court to be used for the build-
ing of a hotel at some subsequent stage.
I cannot feel it is necessary that a
Crown agency should be permitted to seek
a site certificate. Sites can well be al-
located; and in the fullnhess of time they
may be offered for sale by pubiic auction,
without including in the amending Bill
these provisions, which I cannaot com-
pletely understand and for which I feel
there is no real need.

The Minister for Housing: There
would be very little reasaon for these pro-
visions at all if it were not for the State
Housing Commission; it is the biggest
subdivider of the lot. _

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: That is cor-
rect; and as I have already pointed out,
there is no reason why these sites cannot
he selected and the purport of the legisla-
tion go forward without the provisions to
which I have referred.

The Minister for Housing: It is just to
make sure that the Housing Commission is
included with all other subdividers; that
is all. There is nothing ominous ahbout it.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The matter
is one which can be dealt with better in
Committee, perhaps; and if the Minister
can then eclarify my views on it T may be
able to see eye to eye with him. But at
present I cannot. With these two pro-
visos, I support the Bill

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,
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In Congmittee.

Mr. Moir in the Chair; the Minister
for Justice in charge of the Bill,

Clauses 1 to 3—agreed to.

Clause 4—Section 36 amended:

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The pur-
pose of paragraph () is to enable any
person at all to go to railway refresh-
ment rooms to buy liguor. This cuts
right across the purpose of the provision
of railway refreshment rooms. The
amendment is far too wide. I believe
that some of these refreshment rooms,
quite illegally, sell liquor to wvarious
people. Perhaps this practice has led
to the inclusion of the amendment. For
the Committee to he asked to exclude the
bona fide provision is quite wrong in
principle. The hotels are able to pro-
vide the people of the State with re-
freshment in the nature of hard liguor;
and the hotels also have to provide cer-
tain other amenities.

Anything like the subject matter of
this amendment would prove to be un-
fair competition. I have some sympathy
with regard to the inclusion of friends
who welcome or farewell railway or bus
passengers, but I am not wholly in ac-
cord with permitting this; because where
a hotel makes provision for this purpose,
I cannot see why that facility should
not be availed of,

1 would like the Minister to tell me
why the Bill has been brought dowm at
this stage when a committee has recently
been appointed to examine the provisions
of the Licensing Act. This matter could
have been dealt with by that commit-
tee. I move an amendment—

That paragraph (b), lines 21 to
25, page 2, be struck out.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I op-
pose the amendment. This provision was
suggested by the Railway Department to
cater for road passengers in a manner
similar to rail passengers. This matter
would not come within the scope of the
inquiry of the committee investigating the
licensing laws; and if the amendment were
apreed to, it would take away the pur-
pose of the clause. People go along to
farewell or welcome road passengers, and
it would be difficult to segregate them
from those farewelling or welcoming rail
passengers. The differentiation would be
impossible to police.

I am most sympathetic towards hotel-
keepers; but I do not think this would
adversely affect them, and I believe the
hon. member must have been advised by
the liquor trade in regard to this amend-
ment. If drink has been sold to people
other than those to whom it should have
been sold, I think it has occurred rarely,
and at all events the practice will not con-
tinue. Rail road passengers have been
using this convenience more or less illeg-
ally, and we want to legalise the practice.
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I strongly urge the Committee to oppase
the amendment. If {here has been some
abuse, it will not occur again.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I do not
agree that the amendment would destroy
the purpose of the clause. As I in-
timated, I do not mind so much the serv-
ing of liquor to persons welcoming or fare-
welling rail or road transport passengers,
but I believe the provision is too wide.
I was glad to hear the Minister say that
if there were further offences those respon-
sible would be dealt with severely. I agree
that I did consult the liquor trade. Does
the Minister think I was wrong in doing
507

The Minister for Justice: You know
that each of us is selfish in regard to his
own trade,

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: That was
the body most affected; and I am trying
to express its feelings, together with my
own,

The Minister for Justice: You should
have gone to the bona fide travellers.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The Biil
makes provision for them; but I feel that
it is a bit too wide, and that it eould have
been better framed.

The Minister for Justice: How would
you suggest the police should differentiate?

‘Mr. ROS3 HUTCHINSON: How do they
differentiate hetween persons over and
under 21 years of age?

The Minister for Justice: That is not
comparable.
Mr, ROSS HUTCHINSON: It is a dif-

ferentiation that must be made. Hotels
in some country areas are having a hard
time, and unfair competition from State
sources should not be allowed. This pro-
vision could mean competition of that
kind, and I urge the Committee to agree
to the amendment.

Mr, W, A. MANNING: I support the
amendment. The Minister apparently
overlooks the fact that railway refreshment
rooms in many country centres are open
at all hours of the night, and often when
there are no police on duty, How can the
law be policed when there are no police
on duty?

Mr. Lawrence:
metropolitan area.

Mr. W, A. MANNING: Yes. But it is
within the State, and this provision will
apply wherever trains run. Often there
is an undesirable element waiting at any
hour of the night or early morning for
refreshment rooms to open. I think the
Minister should reconsider his attitude.

The Minister for Justice: Do you con-
sider that we should cut out this amenity?

Mr, W. A. MANNING: No. But I feel
that there are not likely to be too many
people meeting or seeing others off in

That is outside the
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the early hours of the morning, and at
present undesirables hang around waiting
for these refreshment rooms to open. This
provision would make it legal for such
persons to do that.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I have
not yet heard an argument which would
make me change my mind in regard to
this amendment. If the refreshment
rooms can do business illegally, whether
it be at 8 o'clock at night or 1 o’clock in
the morning, that is no reason why the
travelling public should not have the
necessary amenities.

Mr. W. A, Manning: I did not say that
the travelling public should not have
them,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Many
travellers have folk to see them off, and
at times people take such travellers long
distances {o the station; and drinks would
be very welcome to those people. If I
thought the Bill would penalise hotels
too much, I might alter my mind; be-
cause, as members know, I have no brief
for clubs, seeing that they take the eream
and leave the rest to the hotels to carry
—I refer to accommodation, etc. In this
case the time element is brief; and if the
law is carried out, it will make no dif-
ference to the hotel trade.

Mr. W. A, Manning: Who will be there
to see that the law is carried out?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Our
police force is very efficient and compar-
able with any in Australia. I oppose the
amendment.

Amendment put and negatived,

Clause put and passed.

Clause 5—agreed to.

Clause 6—Division 10A added to Part

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Would ihe
Minister clarify proposed new Section
67C? Does it mean that the State Hotels
Department is seeking site certificates for
the purpose of bhuilding State hotels? I
draw the Minister's attention to proposed
new Section 678, which has a bearing on
this gquestion. It is quite feasible that a
site could be set aside as a hotel site and
the owner of such a site could apply for
a site certificate and these protective sec-
tions would operate in his favour at a
later stage. But I cannot understand why
a State instrumentality must have a site
certificate. Why cannot the site remain
as a hotel site without the necessity of
the State instrumentality having to go
through the form of applying for a site
certificate?

The Minister for Justice: What differ-
‘ence would it make?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON:
wani to see these hotel sites used for State
hotels.

The Minister for Justice: There is no
intention in that regard.

I do not.'
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Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: If that is
so0, new Section 67C could be struck out.
When I was speaking to the second read-
ing the Minister for Housing seemed fo
feel that my fears were justified, and I

want the positicn clarified.

The Minister for Justice: I will leave
it to the Minister for Housing because
it emanated from the Housing Commis-
sion.

Mr, ROSS HUTCHINSON: I would like
the Minister for Justice to tell me why
this subject was not dealt with by the
committee appointed by the Government
to inquire into all aspects of the Licens-
ing Act.

The Minjster for Justice: It has nothing
to do with it.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The fact
that the terms of reference are so wide
ish 111:0 Justification for the Minister saying

at.

Mr. Court: The Government refused
terms of reference so that the committee
would not be bound by any particular
scope of inquiry.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The com-
mittee has the widest possible terms of
reference.

The Minister for Justice: And rightly
50, too.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I think this
matter is rezlly sub judice. However I
would like the Minister to clarify the two
points I have raised.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: As re-
gards the fact that this particular mat-
ter appears in the Bill while the Licens-
ing Act is the subject of an inguiry, the
matter is of some urgency. The situa-
tion has already developed where the
State Housing Commission has had a con-
siderable estate subdivided with appro-
priate provision made for shops, business
premises, clinie, churches, and so on;
but a private applicant has made and has
succeeded in an approach to the Licensing
Court for a licence outside but on the
fringe of the area concerned.

Mr. Ross Huichinson: Where did that
happen?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: At
Willagee. I do not for one moment
criticise the Burke Estate for its suc-
cess in that regard; nevertheless, it does
interfere with the orderly development of
an area. Members know that considerable
development is taking place north of Perth,
in Nollamara; and there is some fear that
an application might be made just over
the border, thus interfering with the local
centre which has been laid out and de-
siened by the town planner employed by
the State Housing Commission.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Did not the Li-
censing Court take those things into con-
sideration?
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The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
fact that the plan shows a proposed hotel
site does not mean anything. With regard
to the inquiry taking place, it might be
next year or the year after before Par-
liament deliberates on the findings. I do
not think this Bill would bestow any rights
whatever on a Government instrumentality
to open and operate a hotel. As I have
indicated, the purpose is that the site
shall be declared a hotel site within a
subdivision, and the site will be sold on
whatever basis the Government depart-
ment feels disposed to sell it.

For instance, there is no power under
the State Housing Act which prompts the
possibility of a hotel being erected or oper-

" ated. But if a certain site is declared a
hotel site, the commission of its own voli-
tion will move, or the Licensing Court may
compel the commission, to dispose of the
site, and it will be made available to the
highest bidder by auction. The present
right of the State Hotels Department to
make application in a townsite will not in
any way be affected. This would have no
effect on the erection and operation of
hotels. It merely has an effect in the
direction of declaring a certain portion
of land a hotel site.

Mr. Court: But you are two-thirds of
the way to gefting a licence,

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: It is
a matter of receiving same assurance that
a hotel licence will be granted in respect
of that area. For example, an area of
land may be worth £500, as an area of land,
but as a hotel site, it might be worth
£5,000 or £10,000. To whom does that un-
earned increment belong, if nof to the
subdivider, whether he be a private indi-
vidual, or it be a Crown instrumentality?
How else can we dispose of a site for the
purpose of erecting a hotel if the person
has no reasonable assurance that he will
be granted a licence?

Mr. Ross Hutchinscn: How does a per-
son become an owner of a site once the
State Housing Commission has applied for
and obtained a site certificate?

The. MINISTER FOR HOUSING: By
purchasing the land at an auction sale.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: There is no provi-
sion here for that.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: There
is no power in any statute for an authority
to erect, acquire or operate a hotel. If
the site is to becomne 2 hotel site the Hous-
ing Commission will have to dispose of it,
as it is doing at the moment, in order
to conform to the requirements of the
Bill. As members know, the Housing Com-
mission has erected shops in quite a num-
ber of suburbs and country centres. Butl
the commission as such does not operate
those shops; it lets them, but they are
available for sale.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Couldn't you do
that with a hotel?
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The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Per-
haps, but I can assure members that the
Housing Commission has no intention of
embarking upon such a venture. The Bill
will make possible the more orderly de-
velopment of various subdivisional schemes
in accordance with town planning, All
other types of business, with the exception
perhaps of s.p. shops, are not subject to
anhother authority. In other words, the
land can be disposed of on the open market
in the ordinary way. The Housing Com-
mission can now sell a block of land for
the purpose of a butcher’s shop, and the
person buying it knows he can open a
butcher’s shop, But neither the Housing
Commission nor any private subdivider
can sell a block of land and say, “That
is a hotel site” It may be laid down
in the plans to become a hotel site; but
that is in the hands of the Licensing
Court, which will either approve or reject
the application for a site by a subdivider.
There is no danger in the proposal con-
tained in this Bill.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The Minister
has giveh us an assurance that the State
Housing Commission has no intention of
trading in State hotels, either by way of
building or licensing them. I would refer
the Minister to proposed new Section 67C;
and in particular to the words “expressly
enacted that the Crown in right of the
State, and any agency or instrumentality
of the Crown in right of the State.”

The Minister for Housing: That could
apply to the Lands Depariment where an
entirely new townsite was being sub-
divided.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I cannot of-
fer any further opposition to this. The
Minister for Housing said the matter was
urgent, but I think that this subject could
have been dealt with by the inquiry com-
mittee and the findings presented to us.

The Minister for Housing: There will
be a township there the size of Narrogin.

The Minister for Lands: I think you are
;?tisﬁed, but you do not wish to admit

Clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

BILL—BUSH FIRES ACT
- AMENDMENT.

. Second Reagding.
Debate resumed from the 1st Qctober.

MR. OWEN (Darling Range) [3.211:
This Bill, if agreed to, will amend the
Bush Pires Act in several respects. In my
opinion, these amendments are quite de-
sirable, When introducing the Bill the
Minister explained—and I agree with him
—+that under the Bush Fires Act many
bush fire brigades have done execellent
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work in the prevention and control of out-
breaks. It is particularly fortunate that
there have been no fires of a large di-
mension with consequent serious loss.

The amendments contained in the Bill
are in general quite desirable. In particu-
lar I am pleased to see one amendment
being put forward: I refer to the provi-
sion relating to what the Minister has de-
scribed as *“flexibility of the restricted
burning period.” During the passage of
the 1954 Bill many members opposed the
part of the section which dealt with the
construction of firebreaks during the re-
stricted burning season. In the electorate
that I represent, after the 1lst October it
is not possible to burn off, without hav-
ing obtained the permission of the fire
control officer, and he cannot grant per-
mission unless certain eonditions have been
complied with by those desiring to burn
off. Setion 18, relating to restricted bhurn-
ing times, states—

A person shall not subject to Section
sixty-four of this Act during the re-
stricted burning times set fire to the
bhush on land unless the following con-
ditions are complied with—

(d) the land immediately adjoin-
ing on all sides the whole of the
land on which the burning is to
take place has, throughout the whole
length of every side either been
ploughed or has been cleared of all
bush and other inflammable ma-
terial to a width of at least 10 feet
or such width as is specified in the
permit issued under paragraph (¢}
of this subsection.

This made it very difficult for many
land owners in the hills district to burn
off during the restricted period. As mem-
bers are aware it may be possible to burn
off land which contains dead leaves and
litter before the 30th September; but in
the ease of land on which grass is growing,
it is very rare that the grass is dry enough
before the 30th September to enable it to
be burnt. There are many properties in
the hills area which are partly improved,
with large tracts of grass land inter-
mingling with bushland, and the owners
cahnot bhurn off prior to the restricted
burning season. After the restricted burn-
ing pericd has commenced, before they
could burn off, they would have to clear
a 10ft. break on the edge of the property.
It is practically impossible to do that in
the hills district unless the grass is pulled
out by hand, by hoe or mattock. The fire
control officer of that district is very wary
in issuing a permit unless this condition
has been combplied with; otherwise he
would be laying himself open to severe
charges.

The amendment proposed in the Bill
overcomes that obstacle in a rather dif-
fetent manner. By extending the burn-
ing period, or by delaying the restricted
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burning time, it is possible, after the 1st
October, when there is no danger of fires
getting away, for land-owners to burn off
the grass without having to obtain a per-
mit or clearing a 10ft. strip on every side,
and all around the portion desired to be
burnt.

The amendment relating to the burning
of clover in irrigated areas will be of ad-
vantage in districts where people wish to
burn earlier in the season so that there
will be no germination. I do not know
whether that would apply in local irriga-
tion areas; because throughout the hills
there are small patches, usually a few acres
in extent, where the land is irrigated, and
out-of-season pastures are grown under
irrigation. This provision could very well
be extended to those small patches.

In regard to the amendment on the use
of explosives and fuses when blasting, one
can easily imagine serious fires heing
caused hy these operations, particularly as
the covering of a fuse, after the explosion
has taken place, is very often thrown
quite a distance from the seat of explo-
sion. By interjection I asked the Minister
whether this provision would also apply
to the practice of using & gun for the
splitting of logs in the forests. The Min-
ister said he presumed that would apply.

I think that is also desirable; but at the
same time the restriction could cause some
difficulty to the woodcutter who uses a
blast gun, in having to ¢lear a 10ft. strip
around the area. Most cutters who are
experienced in the use of these guns make
sure that the conditions are safe for fir-
ing, without the need of having to clear
a 10ft. strip around. Sometimes they
cover the seat of the explosion with a piece
of wood so that the fuse will not be thrown
very far.

These guns used for

splitting can
be described as

a crowbar with an
opening at one end, into which is
packed a quantity of gun-powder,
the quantity depending on the size
of the log to be split and the ex-
plosive effect required. It has a hole in
which a short fuse is placed. The crow-
bar, or blast gun, is driven into the end
of the log, and then the fuse is touched
off and the operator stands a bit out of
the way. The force of the explosion splits
the log and tends to throw the gun a con-
siderable distance if no precaution is taken
to aim the butt end of the splitting gun
downward by placing another log or piece
of wood in a protective position.

I think experienced operators of these
guns could be relied on to see there is no
risk of starting bush fires, even without
thoroughly clearing a 10ft. break around
it. Presumably, the Forests Department
would administer that provision and make
sure that thoroughly experienced opera-
tors used them, and only when it was
satisfied there would not be any danger
of setting fire to the bush by that methed.
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The giving of false alarms of bush fires
is unfortunately all too prevalent. It is
people with a very perverted sense of
humour or some queer kink who indulge
in such a practice. I feel! that any penalty
is not toc severe in cases of deliherately
giving false alarms. The same thing ap-
plies to the vandalism respecting equip-
ment. There seems to be an urge
on the part of not only young people but
of others to damage equipment, whether

it be for fire fighting, life saving
or any other purpose. They seem
to do this in a spirit of devil-

ment; but whether that is s0, I do not
know. The fact remains that they will
do these things.

I had a personal experience of some
shooters on my own property, who were
camping there—and, incidentally, t{res-
passing. They indulged in shooting up
water carting tanks and also a tap on the
rainwater tank, which was only a few feet
from where they were camped. I took
a very dim view of their activities and
ordered them off the place.

It was only afiter they had gone that
I found they had destroyed the tap by
shooting, distorting it so much that it
would not turn on. I reported the mat-
ter to officers of the CIB., who seemed
to take a very light view of it, and said
that they could not do much about it.
They did say that they would inform the
local policeman and ask him to watch out
in future,

It was a poor show that a body such
as the C.IB. should dismiss so lightly a
matter like that which. on the informa-
tion I had supplied, could have enabled
it at least t{o officially reprimand the
people concerned. As I mentioned earlier,
I think there is some kink in the make-up
of these people which allows them to In-
dulge in such practices.

In regard to the crossing of boundaries
of local districts, I think any legislation
which allows that, particularly in these
days when local authorities have a much
better spirit of co-operation, is very desir-
able. It allows them to cross over without
incurring any penalties such as being de-
barred from receiving compensation for
damage or injuries sustained whilst in
another district. I support that amend-
ment.

The delegating of authority to give fire
control officers permission to burn along
road verges will allow for smoother work-
ing: beecause by deing this a neighbouring
farmer or land owner is not only protect-
ing his own property, but is doing away
with a fire hazard which is so often
caused by cigarettes thrown by passing
motorists and campers. If a fire control
officer is permitted to have this power
I think we will get rid of many of the
fire hazards around the countryside.

The desirability of decentralisation was
mentioned by the Minister. Like the Local
Government Act, the Bush Fires Act
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should aim to give power to local auth-
orities rather than have it concentrated
in a central body. If local authorities are
given power to delegate some authority to
fire control officers, I think we will get
a much smoother working of the Act and
a more efficient set-up. I would like to
support any movement in that direction.

There is just one other thing I would
like to ask the Minister; If this Bill should
receive a speedy passage through both
Houses, would it be possible to make the
clauses to which we agree, operate this
year? Would it be possible to give an
open season, say to the end of November,
this year?

The Minister for Lands: Not bcfore the
Bill is assented to.

Mr. OWEN: If it gets a speedy passage
and is assented to, would it be possible
to have that open season?

The Minister for Lands:
apply this year?

Mr. OWEN: Yes.

The Minister for Lands: If there is time.

Mr. OWEN: If it is possible to do that,
good service would be given in some of
the areas where it is hard to burn grass
until later in the season, If possible, I
would like that to be done. In the mean-
ET]&. I support the second reading of the

111,

To make it

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL—PIG INDUSTRY COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Redading.
Debate resumed from the 1st October.

HON. A. F. WATTS (Stirling) [4.411:
The major amendment in this Bill appears
to be an alteration in the system under
which the payments, constituting the pig
industry compensation fund, are made.

The system hitherto adopted was one
under which it was easy to identify the
payments when made, The amount of the
payments was stamped on the appropriate
documents so that the person concerned
had evidence of them. Under tne proposal
in the Bill, as T understand it, this system
is to be changed. A monthly payment
will be made through the stock agents
or persons who deal in the handling of
stock; and there will be no evidence at all,
that I can see, in the hands of the ven-
dors that the contribution has actually
been paid by them. I see no necessity
whatever for the change in method; I
think the present system has worked
satisfactorily and will continue te do so.
I am opposed to the Bill.
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MR. NALDER (Xatanning) [4.421:
When the Minister moved the second
reading of the Bill, he did not give us
much information as to why the amend-
ment should be introduced. He said that
the method of collecting the stamps for
the compensation fund was cumbersome;
and that was the only reason he gave for
the necessity to alter the present system
which has been in vogue for 15 years.

When the Act first became law in 1942
it was, as the Minister stated, introduced
because of an outbreak of swine fever.
Over the years that have passed since
then, no problems have arisen, in con-
nection with the cellection of the com-
pensation fund, that we have not been
able to face and ovércome. Everyone ap-
pears to be quite happy about the eXist-
ing arrangement, which has worked
smoothly. Now the Minister tells us that
there are four agents representing the
sellers of pigs, and wanting the alteration.
What shout the fifth agent who operates
at Midland?

What about the bacon curers? 'They
are the people most concerned, because
they purchase most of the pigs. I sup-
pose that by far the higgest percentage
of the pigs sold in Western Australia is
purchased by the bacon curers. They also
purchase pigs privately; and the Minister
stated that he does not intend to zallow
them to have the same facilities that he
intends to make available by the Bill, He
said that the bacon curers could continue
to pay the compensation fund payments
in the same way as they do today.

The Minister is going to set up two
different methods of collecting payments
for the same fund. He is going to allow
the four agents—this is not in the Bill,
but it could be. inasmuch as he might as
well say that he is going to allow Elder
Smith & Co., Westralian Farmers, Golds-
brough Mort & Co., and Dalgety’'s—to col-
lect by one method.

Sitling suspended from 2.45 to 4.8 pm.

Mr. NALDER: I was suggesting that the
Minister might have named the four
agents in the Bill as being the flrms which
were to be allowed to work under this
amendment, That is one of the reasons
why I think this legislation should not be
agreed to. If the Minister is convinced
that the amendment will assist the sellers
of pigs, the agents, the purchasers, and
all concerned, and I thought the same, I
would be the first to agree fo it. But the
Minister suggests that we should allow a
selected few to work under this new prin-
ciple while at the same time the rest of
the people concerned will have to use the
same system that has been operating for
the past 15 years. The Act has been
working smoothly; and I see no reason
why there should be any alterafion.
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The point I want to make is that when
the agent for the vendor sends out the
accounts sales, the details appear on those
accounts sales. On the back of the slip
of paper with the details are the stamps
which have been purchased on behalf of
the vendor by the agent. These stamps,
which appear on the back of those ac-
counts sales, are cancelled and everybody
knows, including the vendor, that the agent
has acted correctly on his behalf; that he
has purchased the stamps that have been
received from a clerk of courts, or the De-
partment of Agriculture; and that he has
affixed them to these accounts sales. The
vendor knows fhat everything has been
carried out satisfactorily. The Minister
has not told the House exactly what they
intend to do.

The Minister for Agriculture: The Bill
tells you.

Mr. NALDER: I am going to make some
reference to that in a minute.

The Minister for Agriculture: Good.

Mr. NALDER: The Minister has not told
us what is going to happen when the
agents, on behalf of the vendors, send out
the accounts sales. The vendor will have no
proof whatever that the agents have de-
ducted the amounts necessary after the
pigs have been sold. The only thing that
will be shown is a pencil mark across the
paper saying that so much has been de-
ducted. There will be no proof at all.

If the Minister implied that stamps are
tc be put on the accounts sales by the
agents and then cancelled, and that the
agents will then pay the accounts, it
would be all right: and I would have no
quarrel with it. But that is not the posi-
tion. The agents will write on the ae-
counts sale the amount to be deducted, and
the vendor will have no proof that the
amount will be paid to the Department
of Agriculture to help it build up this
compensation fund. It lends itself to
abuse, and for that reason I am sure we
should oppose it.

I would like to make some reference to
the Bill containing wording which is al-
ready in the Act. The Minister can give
& permit to one, two, three or all the
agents he mentioned. He need not treat
them all in the same manner; if he wishes
he can treat them differently. If he finds
the application made by the agent is sound,
he can decide what tvpe of regulation he
will make for each one concerned. Para-
graph (c¢) of Clause 5 says—

The Minister may include in the
permit such conditions as, in the par-
ticular circumstances of the case, the
Minister thinks fit to impose.

What is the Minister going to do? Will
he introduce regulations for a particu-
lar company? He did not say that he
would treat them all in the same manner.
As I have peointed ouf, he can treat them
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differently and haveA a different set of
circumstances for each one. Paragraph
(d) of Clause 5 says—

The Minister may by notice in
writing served on the holder of a
permit so issued,

(i) from time to time alter any
of the conditions contained in
the permit;

He can have a different set of conditions
for each holder of a permit. It is ridicu-
lous to think that each of these four
firms might have & permit, and that there
might be a different set of conditions for
each one of them. If we agree to a pro-
vision such as this, it will be dangerous.
Paragraph (d) further says that the
Minister may—

(ii) cancel the permit; without being-

required to assign any reason for
doing so.

If we agree to this sort of thing, there
is no knowing where we will finish up.
The Minister mentioned the four firms
concerned—namely, Westralian Farmers,
Elder Smith, Goldsbrough Mort, and
Dalgetys; and under this provision there
is likely to be a different set of regulations
for each of these firms holding permits.
The Minister can make regulations as he
sees fit, and can cancel them without
giving a reason. That alone condemns the
Bill, and we should not agree to such a
provision. The Act has been functioning
smoothly, and it should be permitted to
continue to do so.

We have a fund which has been built
up to close on £70,000. This fund has been
in existence for 15 years; and I would
hazard a guess that within the next two

or three years the Minister may decide -

that the fund has reached a stage where
it is not necessary to collect any further
money from the growers of pigs; and that
the fund will be sufficient to meet any
emergency that might arise. The Minister
might say, “We will let it go for two or
three years;” and I do not doubt that he
will do so. Yet, after that long period, we
find the Minister might introduce this type
of legislation, which is quite unnecessary.
I have given my reasons for gpposing the
measure, and I think they are good ones;
even the Minister must be convinced that
my reasons are sound.

The Minister for Agriculture: Certainly
not.

Mr. NALDER: If the Minister were
going to allow the agents {o put stamps
on accounts sales and then to cancel them
and pay for them afterwards, that would
be in order; but he has not indicated that
that will be the case. No stamps at all
will be passed between the agents on
behalf of the wendor, according to what
the Minister has told us.

The Minister for Agriculture: ‘That is
what the Bill tells you.
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Mr. NALDER: That is all the more
reason why we should oppose the measure.
I oppose the second reading.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. E. K. Hoar—Warren—in reply)
[4171: T am amazed that there should be
any objection to this vroposition. Norm-
ally when I introduce Bills to amend the
Bush Fires Act or similar Acts that come
under my control, all sorts of arguments
arise in connection with them. We have
had 14 amendments passed on the bush
fires legislation without a word of oppo-
sition; and yet for a simple little thinz
like this we fihd no end of opposition,
merely because the member for Katanning
has not taken the trouble to read what
the Bill really sets out.

Mr. Nalder: That is not correct.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It is possible that the hon. member has
not found time to do so, and he is ac-
cordingly raising all sorts of objections
to the measure.

Mr. Nalder:
against it.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member said that the only
reason I gave for any alteration to the
present system was that it was a cumber-
some one.

Mr. Nalder: Those are exactly the words
you used.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member spoke the truth, be-
cause that is the only reason one can give
as to why there should be an alteration
in the present system.

Mr. Nalder: Why didn’t you do some-
thing about it three or four years ago?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That is all I did say; and that is all T
was entitled to say, because in quite a
lot of other cases that govern agricultural
produce and its marketing, we have a
simplified form of collection, so far as the
money is concerned.

For example, in the case of potato mar-
keting, or the fruit industry, or in the
case of dairy produce—and others which
I could name if I cared to look for them
—there is a simplified form of collection
of money. But in this case it has never
heen simplified—not from its inception. I
do not mind whether or not we continue
to impose on these stock agents the oner-
ous dutles which they now perform. I do
not mind in the least. But when these
people, as a result of their experience,
come to me and ask me specially to have
a lock at some other and simplified form
of collection I think they are entitled to
be given some consideration.

Mr. Nalder: Why not allow all the

people interested in the pig Industry to
do the same thing?

The Farmers’ Union is
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member has overlooked the fact
that in those other cases—and I think
he mentioned bacon curers particularly—
there is no great difliculty because the
number and value of their sales and
transactions are low. There is no great
difficulty in the present system; bhut if
any person affected feels there is an ad-
vantage to be gained or that a disability
under the present system is too great,
then the Minister can give his approval
to what is necessary. That is provided in
the Bill,

It is not a question of discrimination in
favour of the four firms mentioned by the
member for Katanning, which transact 95
per cent. of the pig sales in this State.
It is a question of giving them an easier
system for the payment of levies. The
member for Katanning said that the only
reason I submitted for the introduction
of the Bill was that the present system of
collection was cumbersome. That is true.
I wanted to help to overcome that.

So far as the other argument is con-
cerned,—that is, proof of payment,—if the
Bill is examined it will, in my view, be
found that there is ample coverage in
that regard. The hon. member read out
8 provision in one section which gives the
Minister power, when issuing a permit, to
create regulations. In that regard the
regulations which apply to one party
would also apbly to another., It is not
necessary to stipulate that in a Bill; the
same provision is found in many statutes
where regulations are necessary. The pro-
vision is simply phrased, “Has power to
make regulations.”

In regard to the other provisions in the
Eill, there is one which states—

Where the holder of a wvalid and
current permit issued under subsection
{la) of this section compiles returns
of any sales of pigs, or carcasses of
pigs, .or both, he shall, instead of
complying with the requirements of
paragraph (e) of subsection (1) of
this section, transmit to the purchaser
by ordinary letter post within seven
days of the sale, notification in writing
of particulars of the sale and that as
the holder of the permit he has in-
cluded particulars of the sale in a re-
turn compiled pursuant to the permit.

This is one step which the agents must
take indicating to the purchaser that pigs
of a certain value have been transferred
or sold to someone else. That is the record;
and on it is the amount of levy which has
to be paid to the Treasury by cheque,
possibly two or three weeks later. A
second requirement is that on the sale of
pig carcasses or a number of pigs, the
agent will have to keep a complete ledger
record—as is the case at present—and not
only is that record available for inspection
at all times, but is a strict account for the
information of the Minister in respect of
those sales That Is also referred to in
this Bill.
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Mr. Nalder: You are making extra work.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
There is a third check. These firms are
subject to audit, under which every de-
tailed transaction will be under the scru-
tiny of auditors. There is no difficuliy in
that regard. There is no discrimination
in the Bill, and any firm can apply. If,
for some reason, a firm was not operating
according to the requirements of the Act
or the directions of the Minister adminis-
tering the Act, the permit could he taken
away from the firm. So there is a com-
plete check from beginning to end.

I cannot see the reason why scme mem-
bers in this House have allowed important
Bills to go through without a word, but
have raised objection on a simple measure
like this, In which the Government is at-
tempting to assist the stock firms to
simplify their business. There is nothing
underhanded about this measure. I do
not know the firms concerned, and it
would make no difference to me if the
Bill did not see the light of day. The fact
is that I cannot see anything wrong with
the proposition contained therein. If the
member for Katanning doubts my word
I would invite him to get in touch with
the agents.

Mr. Ackland: Are we right in assuming
that you have been approached by the four
stoek firms, and that you have not tried
to find out the views of the sellers?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The sellers have no reason for cbjecting.

Mr. Ackland: They are the ones who
are objecting. They do not like it.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
They might not. Like the member for
Katanning, perhaps they are not aware of
what the Bill really means. It does not
affect the sellers of plgs as to how the
levy is paid into the compensation fund;
this Bill will not take any more or any
less out of their pocketfs.

Mr. Ackland: They realise that.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Then there is no real objection to this
proposition. If there is, T have not heard
of it. I was anxious to help the stock
firms. In the days to come, if the com-
pensation fund has so much in hand that
there is no need to impose further levies,
then levies can be stopped. It does not
alter the fact that as long as levies have
to be struck as contributions to the com-
pensation fund, then, generally speaking,
this method is favoured by the firms doing
90 per cent. of these transactions. I do
not know how the proposed method will
affect the smaller firms, but there is pro-
vision in this Bill for them to be granted
a permit if they have a case. I cannct see
any objection to the Bill, and I commend
it to the House.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
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In Commitiee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
report adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES 1957-58
In Committee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the 12th Septem-
ber on the Treasurer’s Financial State-
ment and on the Annual Estimates, Mr.
Moir in the Chair.

Vote—Legislative Council, £9,012:

HON. D. BRAND (Greenough) [4.321:
The Treasurer has delayed proceeding
with the debate on the Estimates because
he was anxious to feed another place with
sufficient legislation to keep it occupied in
order to—I think it is his hope—avoid
high pressure at the end of the session
and keep within the original decision that
we would have an early start and a
reasonably early finish. At this stage, the
Opposition is quite prepared to co-
operate in getting the debate on the Esti-
mates through provided, of course, it is
given a reasonable opportunity of speak-
ing at an early hour in a sitting
and not being forced to do so after mid-
night. I think it is only fair to say that.

Before proceeding I would like to take
the opportunity of officially congratulating
the Minister for Lands (Hon. E. K. Hoar}
on his preferment to the important posi-
tion for which he has been selected. So far
there have been no official congratulations
from this side of the House, and I want
to say now that we are very happy in re-
gard to the appointment and we wish him
and his good wife well in a most important
task at a most important time in our
history.

I have of laie been reading some of the
Treasurer's utterances on Budget speeches
made during the time he was Leader of
the Onposition and, generally speaking, he
started off by saying “This is a colourless
document; it is uninspiring; it tells a tale
of woe; it is creating a lack of confidence,”
and so on.” I am very sorry to say that
on this occasion I must follow suit and
say the situation is no different even now.
I would say the most outstanding feature
of this Budget is its outstanding deficit.

The Minister for Lands: You have un-
done the nice things you said at the start
of your speech.

Hon. D. BRAND: I would ask the Min-
ister not to take to heart anything I say
in respect of the Budget; my congratula-
tions were of A personal and official nature.
In a Budget of £56,000,000, a deficit of
£2,600,000 is something which should
cause us all a great deal! of concern, be-
cause, year in, year out, the deficit has
increased and increased by many hundreds
of thousands of pounds until today it has
reached a figure which should make us
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stop and ask ourselves, “Where as a State
are we golng financially?” We all recall
that some years ago the present Treas-
urer—then Leader of the Opposition—
described on more than one occasion the
finances of this State as being grim and
chaotic. If he could express himself in &
personal way, I wonder how he would
describe the present situation?

For a considerable time the Government
has blamed the Commonwealth for a lot
of its financial difficulties. I want to say
at the outset that whatever is said during
this Budget debate, all members of this
Chamber are anxious to obtain a better
deal for Western Australia from the
Federal Government, whether it be a
Liberal or Labour Government, Some of
the ‘Treasurer’s speeches, made when
Leader of the Opposition in 1948, show
him to have been more kindly in his re-
ferences to requests for hand-outs by the
Federal Government and to the then
Prime Minister, the late Mr. Chifley.

In one instance he appealed to this
Chamber to take a broader view of the
situation and went on to say that the
Commonwealth had a great responsibility
and that it was understandable and, in-
deed, quite easy for State Treasurers to
make more and more demands on the
Federal Treasurer when, in fact, under
the present faxing system they did not
have to face up to the responsibility of
increased taxation. I think that attitude
was a reasonable one; it was a very fair
one. However, now that the Treasurer
finds himself on the other side of the
Chamber, he has adopted a different ap-
proach and, if I may say so, I feel he is
not quite as fair as he suggested on that
particular occasion we should be.

The deficit for the year ended the 30th
June, 1956, was £1,831,000. The Common-
wealth Grants Commission made a con-
tribution on saccount of that deficit of
£320,000, and approximately £1,500,000 had
to be found in respect of the deficit from
the General Loan Fund. As the Treasurer
pointed out, provision has been made on
the Loan Estimates to fund £1,250,000.
The balance has to be taken care of—that
is £250,000—o0n next year's loan allocations.
This indicates that from a point where we
balanced the budget or showed a small
deficit, we reached the stage where the
Commonwealth Grants Commission was
prepared to finance our deficits.

I would recall to the Treasurer an oec-
casion when Mr, Wise, who was Premier
at the time, asked leave to msake a special
announcement to the effect that the Com-
moenwealth Government had agreed to
finance his deficit. It was the announce-
ment of the day—a balanced Budget! But
from that point we have travelled a long
way until this year we find ourselves back
in the position where there is an amount
of £250,000 to be financed from hext year’s
loan allocations.
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The revenue deficits financed from loan
funds during the past three years are—

£
1954-55 60,000
1955-56 157,000
1956-57 463,723

‘The total interest to the 30th June, 1957,
on these amounts, is £23,944. These
figures indicate a dangerous trend, inas-
much as the interest payments are already
a heavy burden on our revenue. The in-
terest on our total debi for 1956-57 is
almost £7,000,000; and for 1957-58, it will
be nearly £8,000,000. The increase this
last year, in exact figures, is £937,000. The
sinking fund for 1956-57 was £1,500,000;
and for 1957-58 it will be £1,697,00C, show-
ing an increase of £160,000, and a total
increase of £1,103,000.

Each year since 1945 there has been a
substantial increase in the amount of the
revenue deficit, financed from loan funds,
which, while affording temporary relief on
the revenue account actually is in a snow-
balling way, imposing a burden on the
revenue account, because the interest pay-
able on loan funds used in revenue deficits
becomes a continuing charge on future
revenue funds.

So, when we look at the present financial
gituation, bearing in mind what I have
said, we can appreciate the liberal and
co-operative attitude of the Grants Com-
mission., I think every Western Austra-
lian will agree that it has been most{ help-
ful to us. Year in, year out, it has given
favourable consideration to the position in
the North-West; to the railway position;
and to the Education Department.

Mr. Marshall: Not nearly enough,
though.

Hon. D. BRAND: Anyone could say that.
I point out that the Grants Commis-
sion is made up of responsible men, among
whom is our ex-Under Treasurer, Dr. Alex
Reid. If there is anyvone who would have
an appreciation of the State’s financial
difficulties, surely it is 2 man who through
the war years and the postwar years
handled, until guite recently, its finances.
He is a man of vision: and I think that
in his position as a member of the Grants
Commission, he would come forward with
the maximum recommendation for finan-
cial support. It is all very well for any
of us to say that it is not enough.

Mr. Marshall: The Commonwealth has
the final say.

Hon, D. BRAND: Such statements as
these only highlight the seripus situation
which is developing throughout the
Federation in Australia. We know our
difficult position; and we read in the
papers of Victoria budgeting for a defleit
of £4.000,000 this year. Victoria is a very
wealthy State, one small in area with
a huge population. We read also that the
Victorians are most anxious to have their
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taxing rights returned to them. At least,
if I read aright, they are dissatisfied with
the present situation.

As the Treasurer himself said, New South
Wales did balance its Budget, but only
because of impositions in respect of
freights, charges and taxes which we
would not like to see applied here. Queens-
land is very unhappy with the present
situation; and I imagine that Tasmania
and South Australia would say, with the
member for Wembley Beaches, "“We have
not enough money.”

The development of these States is so
great that, coupled with the immigration
scheme—although it is now tapering off
—it has created great ecenomic problems.
I cannot understand why an effort has not
been made for all the Premiers to get to-
gether in an endeavour to resolve this
situation, It is apparent that in the event
of the Commonwealth Government par-
ticipating in such a meeting, the gathering
would be doomed from the beginning, be-
cause whether we like to admit it or not,
each State has an axe to grind.

We in this State might well say that,
because in size we represent a third of
the Commonwealth and have such a sparse
population, such a vast coastline, so many
millions of acres of undeveloped 1and, and
so little in the way of secondary industry,
we should receive special consideration. I
imagine that Tasmania has problems
peculiar to a small island off the coast of
the mainland; and going north we readily
appreciate the difficulties facing the great
State of Queensiand which, too, is sparsely
populated. If has within its boundaries
sub-tropical areas and temperate zones.

The Treasurer: It has a fairly heavily
protected sugar industry.

Hon., D. BRAND: That is so0, and that
industry. is its first-priority primary in-
dustry. Of course, each State has a special
industry, and Queensland has been given
some consideration. But I only mention
this to show that each State, irrespective
of the others, could come to such a con-
ference asking for some special considera-
tion from the Commonwealth Government
which holds the purse strings. In order
o make a reasoned approach, the State
Premiers should get together even if it is
only for a matter of frank talking around
a conference table.

Each of them must reecognise the al-
ternative; because the trend in our finances
—and we can only speak of them—is such
that before long someone must call a halt
and endeavour to balance our Budget or
come somewhere near it. I imagine that
the argument puf{ forward by the States
is that under the Taxation Reimbursement
Act a distribution of £166,000,000 was
made, and that was supplemented to the
extent of almost £24,000,000. Does not that
indicate that the formula under which the
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distribution took place is either out of date
or is not doing what it was intended to do,
and that the basis is wrong?

I think those are the points which the
State Treasurers, supported by their of-
ficials, should be akle to thrash cut at &
Premiers' conference, and the time is not
far distant when somecne must take
action, because c¢laimant States and
standard States alike are dissatisfied with
the present situation.

The Treasurer: Even if what you say
were done, the great hurdle would still
remain.

Hon. D, BRAND: What hurdle is that?

The Treasurer: The refusal of the Com-
monwealth Government to make available
more than a certain amount to the States
each year.

Hon. D. BRAND: I would concede that
point, But surely, following s conference
of State Premiers, in which they arrived
at a reasonable decision, they could make
an approach fo the Commonwealth for
an alteration of the formula, rather than
simply go to Premiers’ and Loan confer-
ences—and achieve nothing,

At present all the States are going to
continue to ask for more money, totalling
so many millions of pounds above what
they know they can get under the formula
—while the Commonwealth, in its turn,
having dug in its toes, creates a deadlock.
After hours of talk, in the end the de-
cision is hased on the formula and the
distribution is made according to the basis
of whatever the hand-out may be on which
the Commonwealth has decided.

The Treasurer: The Commonwealth
makes its decision before these confer-
ences commence; and no matter what the
formula was, the decision would he the
same.

Hon. D. BRAND: I do not agree with
the Treasurer there. Surely he does not
say that the Commonwesalth will not
change its mind under any circumstances!

The Treasurer: I think the Leader of
the Opposition should either go to Mel-
bourne soon or get Mr. Bolte, the Vic-
torian Treasurer, to come to Perth, so
that he might have a discussion with him.

Hon. D. BRAND: I would think that if
the Premier, as Treasurer of this State,
made a move for Mr. Bolte and the other
Treasurers to gef together—particularly
as we now have some new blood in some
of the States—there might be a different
approach to this question.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Would the Prem-
jers agree to increased taxation?

Hon. D. BRAND: They could thrash out
all those problems. But I am not pre-
pared to agree that with a strong case
put up by all the State Treasurers and
a reasoned approach, some progress could
ot be made towards a solution of this
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problem. If we accept that the Common-
wealth will not change its mind, where
do we go from there? Are we to admit
that the only end is unification? I would
hope that strenuous efforts would be made
to resist any greater power being placed
in the hands of a Federal Government
centred so far from Western Australia, I
think the Treasurer on one occasion said
in this Chamber that because of our dis-
tanee from Canberra we are forgotten,
and that because we are not there every
day, being represented in onhe way or an-
other, there is a tendency to overlook our
problems, no matter how our Federal
members might press the situation in the
Federal Parliament.

The Treasurer: On a Governmenf to
Government basis, all the States are in
much the same position. Even Victoria—
a wealthy State—is, as you said a moment
ago, budgeting for a deficit of £4,000,000.

Hon. D. BRAND: The Treasurer would
be much better informed on the behind-
the-scenes story than I am. I only posed
the question of where are we going? Do we
simply continue blaming ‘the Common-
wealth? It does not seem fto me to be a
bright outlook if that is the case.

Mr. Potter: A better idea would be
to budget for a very big deficit.

Hon. D. BRAND: I remember the mem-
ber for Vasse, when new in this Chamber,
making a similar irresponsible statement,;
and the then Premier and Treasurer, Hon.
F. J. 8. Wise, took him to task in no un-
certain manner, and told him that it was
an irresponsible statement; and that we
ecould not follow the line of brighter and
bigger deficits in the hcope that somebody
would solve the problem. He said we
had to face up to the responsibility of
living somewhere within our means.

I believe there is a responsibility on
the Commonwealth Government to start
some big works in Western Australia;
something that would be of benefit to us
directly or indirectly, just as the Snowy
River scheme is of benefit to the Eastern
States. There the estimated expenditure
of some £400,000,000 will greatly benefit
New South Wales and Victoria and, in-
directly, Queensland and South Australia
also.

If we could prersuade the Commonwealth
to carry out some important work, such
as the establishment of a deep-sea port in
the North or the proposal put forward by
the all-party committee regarding the Ord
River irrigation scheme, I believe it would
contribute in a direct way to the seolution
of one of our biggest problems.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Or the outside har-
bour development at South Fremantle.

Hon. D. BRAND: We could continue
adding to the list of works, and so on,
which the Commonwealth might agree
to in an effort to assist this State finan-
cially; but let us keep our feet on the
ground. I think there is a strong case for
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work to commence on the deep-sea port of
Derby—if that is the right place. The de-
cision of Air Beef in recent months to
extend its works in the North is surely a
further reason why the Commonwealth
Government should come forward with the
funds necessary to assist this State in pro-
viding a deep-sea port in the North. If
that were done, private shipping would
take advantage of such a port and greater
trade would result. 1 suggest also that
the Commonwealtih should assist us fur-
ther with the provision of a comprehen-
sive water scheme. .

The Treasurer: It is over two years
since an all-party delegation from this
State put to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment the proposals for North-West devel-
opment, including & new port near Derby.

Hon. D. BRAND: Yes. I would remind
the Treasurer that it is longer than that
since this proposition was put up to the
Commonwealth. As the Leader of the
Country Party knows, we made strenuous
efforts in our time to have a subsidy of
some hundreds of thousands of pounds
paid on the establishment and construe-
tion of a deep-sea port at Derby. I would
imagine that we could go further back
than that and find on the files a proposi-
tion put forward from Western Australia
for Commonwealth assistance in respect
of the irrigation scheme at Ord River.
We in Western Australia have the right
to expect our share of the money, whether
it be loan or revenue, spent on public
works, as is being done on the Snowy River
scheme in the Eastern States. That
scheme must in the long run benefit be-
vond our comprehension those already
wealthy and prosperous States. I regard
the conservation and reticulation of water
in Western Australia as one of the most
indirectly reproductive works that can be
proceeded with.

Although we have not yet completed the
approved comprehensive scheme, it covers
only a limited area; and. if we could
approach the Commonwealth in an en-
deavour to induce it to accept the respon-
sibility of extending the area which it is
proposed to serve under this water scheme,
we would be doing untold good for the
State. If the scheme were extended to
the north through the Midlands and Won-
gan Hills area and to the east, beyond the
boundaries of the already approved
scheme, through to Kulin and the Lake
Grace areas, the number of exira sheep
that could be carried would be of im-
mense benefit {o the State.

If people were satisfied that they were
able to secure water year in and year out
in the areas I have mentioned, it would
mean a lot to the prosperity of this State.
It is to be hoped that those responsible
will not wait until the present scheme is
completed before pressing the Common-
wealth Government to accept further re-
sponsibility for what I believe is a No. 1
priority work in an agricultural State such
as Western Australia.
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As far as I can make out, the Budget
foreshadows one increase in taxation, and
that is stamp duty. The Treasurer men-
tioned this in passing; but he also made
another passing comment about increases
in railway frelghts. In statements since
then he has indicated that the Government
is giving serigus thought to this particular
matter, He has peointed out that the esti-
mated deflcit on the railways is £4,500,000
on operational expenses, and £2,500,000 on
interest and depreciation, making a total
of £7,000,000 deficit for the whole system.
There are 600,000 people in this vast State
of Western Australia, and they cannot
afford to finance a system such as that.
On looking back over the years, I feel
sure that had there not been such a defieit
on the railway system, we would have
been able to halance the bhudget on many
occasions and, in fact, would probably
have shown a surplus in many years.

In regard to this matter, I must ad-
mit that an effort has been made to do
something about it; although we on this
side of the Chamber do not agree with
the way these moves have bheen made,
such as the closure of 840 miles of country
lines, the preposal to amend the State
Transport Co-ordination Act—which would
have had the effect of forcing more freight
on to the railways—and the increased land
tax. Not one of those moves has solved
the problem, nor has the closure of lines
or the increased land tax made the posi-
tion any more secure.

However, let me point out that in each
instance country people have heen in-
volved; they have been asked to carry
the burden of the charges. While, in the
main, they are the ones who benefit mostly
from the railway system, they are also
the people who must use the system. When
we have to face up to an annual loss of
£7,000,000 on s transport system such as
the railways, we cannot ask the country
people to carry it all. As far as I am
aware, the question of the deficit on the
metropolitan railway system has not re-
ceived the attention of the Government.

Mr. Marshall: What do you propose
should be done?

Hon. D. BRAND: The Government has
taken action in one way by appointing a
Royal Commissioner to inquire into the
administration of the department. Over
recent days we have read with great in-
terest the commissioner’s interim report,
and he has revealed an astounding state
of affairs. But, I think if we are fair, we
will not attribute that state of af-
fairs to the three-man commission; we
will aftribute it to the fact that there
were at least two men who were not able
to get along with each other—that is an
understatement from what I can read in
the reports.

It is quite evident that any change from
now on must be for the better. The re-
meval of two men from the commission
is one of the easiest tasks in tackling the
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problem of the railways. The job really
starts with the appointment of a new
director; and unless he is a man of stand-
ing, and of considerable business ability
and of great personal courage, he will not
be able to bring about the many altera-
tions that are necessary.

Many changes will have to be made in
the work that certain people are doing at
present. To be fair about this problem,
we must realise that there will have to be
many transfers from one job to another,
Some men will have to leave the railways
and find other employment; and having
gone so far, there will have to be a re-
construction all round. Statements have
been made in this Chamber as to how
many men should be discharged from the
Railway Department. I am not suggest-
ing how many should be dispensed with,
but there certainly must be a reconstruc-
tion of the workings of the department.

If we are to achieve anything, I be-
lieve we should pui the department under
the control of a Minister for Transporg
because, while we have a Minister for
Railways and & Commissioner of Railways,
tco much emphasis is placed on that
system as compared with the overall trans-
port system of the State. As a Minister
for Transport would have full respon-
sibility as regards all our transport systems
he could co-ordinate as far as possible,
over a period of time, all the various
systems available. Let us take the car-
riage of small parcels, for example. I
should imagine that there are hundreds of
parcels which leave the metropolitan area
for outer districts which could more
ecmgomically be transported by road trans-
port.

The Minister for Transport: What you
sald ijust now shows that vou are com-
pletely out of touch with what is felt by
the transport people; for instance, the
road hauliers and the rest of them.

Hon., D. BRAND: I do not care whether
I am out of touch with what is thought
by the transport people. I am merely
making a suggestion that the railways and
road transport should be eo-ordinated
under one Minister to endeavour to give
to this State the best and most economical
form of transport: particularly for the
people in the country who by and large,
depend. on a reasonable system.

The Minister for Transport: It is not
necessary for the Minister {o operate
either road transport or rail services.

Hon. D. BRAND: While there is a Min-
ister for Railways, the natural tendency
is for him to give prior consideralion to
railway problems rather than to bring to
the transport system the rapidly develop-
ing modern means of road transport. It
is useless for the Minister for Transport
to try to put me off by saying what the
road hauliers and similar people think.
T am only suggesting that it is necessary
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to co-ordinate rail and road transport, and
the Minister and ‘the Treasurer know that
that is so. Having made the administra-
tive change in the Railways Commission,
now is the time for us to face up to that
task.

The Minister for Health: You suggest
that the whole of the transport system
should be owned by the Government,

Hon. D. BRAND: ] said nothing of the
kind. The Minister for Health has heen
sitting there, and I do not know whether
he has been asleep.

The Minister for Health: No, I have
been listening very attentively.

Hon. D. BRAND: I said that the Min-
ister for Transport should co-ordinate the
ifransport system, '

Hon. J, B. Sleeman: They have already
tried co-ordination.

Hon, D, BRAND: We must realise that
the rehabilitation of our transport system
is very important indeed.

The Treasurer: Does the Leader of the
Opposition suggest that as co-ordinator,
the Minister for Transport should also be
Minister for Labour?

Hon. D. BRAND: Having saddled him
with matters concerning railways and
transport, I should say he would have
sufficient responsibility, though I can see
the point the Treasurer is endeavouring
to make. I do not know whether the
Treasurer is trying to convey the great
difficulty in respect to man power involved
in the reconstruction of the railway
system.

The Treasurer: I am trying to ascer-
tain whether the Minister for Transport,
who will be co-ordinating traffic generally,
should also be Minister for Railways.

Hon. D. BRAND: Yes, I believe he
should also be Minister for Railways, I in-
clude the Railway Department as part of’
our transport system. I say that because
I believe road transport is making its way,
and is becoming more and more import-
ant as a unit in our transport system. The
Railway Departmen{ is only a part of the
transport system.

The Minister for Health: Would you
suggest that if you had co-ordination, the
Government would be penalised?

Hon. D. BRAND: That is a leading
question. I have only supgested that we
should eco-ordinate our transport system
in order to ensure that we have that which
is best and most economical. Nobody
envisages that under this set-up, the rail-
ways will pay their way; all we could hope
for is a controlled deficit. But if the
system were co-ordinated, coniracts could
be let, and private enterprise could be
asked to come in and utilise that force
to provide the best and most economical
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means of transport. If we are going to
throw in these political issues, we will get
nowhere.

The Minister for Transport: The word,
“co-ordinate” falls foo easily off the
tongue, and in every endeavour to be con-
structive, I would ask the Leader of the
Opposition what he has in mind when he
uses that word.

Hon. D. BRAND:; I am sure the Minister
for Transport is endeavouring to be con-
structive. I am only giving an instance
as to how rail and road transport could
be co-ordinated. There is a great waste
of train and motive power in carrying un-
payable loads such as small parcels. One
has only to go down to the booking office
and the goods sheds of the Railway De-
partment to realise just how much of a
saving could be made in the transport of
goods. This saving could be made in the
districts of the metropolitan area. Trains
should be used for the haulage of heavy
traffic even if it is necessary to subsidise
them; they should be used for heavy
traffic and long hauls.

While I am fully aware that it would
take a long time to build up a co-ordi-
nated system which would interlock in our
overall system, I would like to refer the
Minister for Transport to the address
given us here in this Chamber by Mr. du
Plessis who came over from South Africa
to investigate the railway system. He re-
ferred to feeder road services in the rail-
way system of South Africa. I should
imagine that that would be a co-ordinated
system and one that would be manoeu-
verable and elastic enough to provide an
alternative when & train became unpay-
able or too costly to the consumer. In
many instances, I imagine that where
good roads were provided, road transport
would meet the bill admirably.

The Treasurer: Can you say whether
the same authority that operated the rail-
ways in South Africa also controlled the
feeder road services?

Hon. D, BRAND: I am not sure of that,
but even if it was let under contract in
the main, there was some co-ordination.

The Minister for Health: How would the
co-ordination be affected within a radius
of 35 miles, particularly when you con-
sider the question of delivery?

Hon. D. BRAND: 1 have just told the
Minister that where a train did not run,
the position could be allowed to remain.
I am only speaking of the problems that
exist. I am not referring to a satisfactory
situation. I have read in recent weeks of
the decision of the Commonwealth to start
on the construction of a standardised line
from Sydney to Melbourne and I assume
that the Federal Minister for ‘Transport,
Senator Paltridge, envisages that the work
will econtinue uptil finally there is a
standardised gauge of railway line
throughout the Commonwealth.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Transport: As usual
it looks as though Western Australia will
be last.

Hon. D, BRAND: I think that in to-
day’s paper it was suggested by ex-Com-
missioner Lee that there should he a
standard railway gauge throughout the
Commonwealth, The point of controv-
ersy on this issue is whether the Common-
wealth should build a 4ft. 84in. gauge
from Fremantle to Kalgoorlie, or whether
they should allow us the money to rehabi-
litate the 3ft. 6in. gauge, which is the
standard gauge in Western Australia. It
has been pointed out that the railways of
Japan—7] think it was Japan that was
mentioned—and those of South Africa are
of a 3ft. 6in. gauge, and are quite satis-
factory and up to date.

The Treasurer: I think it would help
Western Australia more if the Pederal
Government gave us the money to use for
more essential and urgent purposes.

Hon. D. BRAND: That is a different is-
sue altogether. In dealing with this prob-
lem of a standardised gauge, we are con-
fronted with the question of what we are
going to do. Have we made up our minds
in the matter?

The Minister for Health: A 4ft. 8%in.
gauge from Kalgoorlie to Perth will not
help Western Australia.

Hon. . BRAND: The technical difficul-
ties arising out of that construction are
immense. T realise that such a line would
cut the north from the south and would
create almost insoluble problems.

The Treasurer: It would also cut away
a lot of the traffic from the existing State
railway line.

Hon. ID. BRAND: The moment that the
line from Kalgoorlie to Perth is con-
structed, by and large the State would
cease to run traffic economically between
those two centres. It would only become
an economic proposition on the one line.
Having started the standard gauge line
between Melbourne and Sydney, I imagine
that many technical difficulties would
arise because of the different gauges in the
two States concerned. We should not let
this matter drift. We should continue
the investigations and conferences with
the Commonwealth authorities in the hope
of establishing a standard gauge line
throughout the Commonwealth.

Mr. Court: If we do not get some stan-
dard rail link, we will be isolated from
the point of view of trade before very long.

Hon. D. BRAND: I realise that under
the various headings of the Estimates, each
of the Ministers, if they get the opportun-
ity, will introduece and explain their
respective departmental votes, and each

one of wus on this side of the
House will be given the opportunity
of discussing particular matters. It
is not my intention, therefore, to
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proceed with the departmental esti-
mates, and I shall leave them to a later
occasion.

For my part, 1 believe that Western
Australia, even though it suffers some
finanecial difficulties at present, has a great
future. There is a great pofential in this
State, It would seem to me that just as
we did in a similar stage of our history,
many of the countries off the north-west-
ern coast of Australia are nowadays tak-
ing on greater responsibilities, and have,
in fact, become independent nations.
Therefore, the improvement in the stan-
dard of living will be their prime objective.
Bearing in mind the hundreds of millions
Jiving in those countries—and this is not
an understatement—surely a greatly in-
creased demand for food and for equip-
ment and appliances which will help them
to increase their standard of living, will
eventuate!

I believe that Western Australia has an
advantage as regards the supplying of those
requirements, but we must be ready to
take hold of the opportunity. We should
establish the claim wherever we can for
the sale of Western Australian goods. 1
should think that the establishment of a
deep-sea port at Derby would be one con-
tribution towards that end, to enable ship-
ping to trade between those countries and
the north of this State, if the trade were
offering. We could encourage investment
in this State in secondary industries by
pointing out the opportunities to inter-
ested concerns with the khow-how and the
financial means and emphasising to them
that there is a great fleld for trade.

It would be an incentive for them to
establish themselves in this State. Many
of them would pose this question: How
would they overcome the difficulties asso-
ciated with Western Australia being so far
away from the main point of consump-
tion in the Eastern States? Whilst it is
natural for such interests to look at the de-
mand in the home markets, I think it
could be explained fo them with advantage
that many secondary industries can be
built up here from the trade offering in
those near-by countries.

The successful expansion of secondary
industries in Western Australia ealls for
co-pperation between the Commonwealth
and this State. It is not sufficient to ap-
point an Agent General; it is not sufficient
to appoint a, High Commissioner or a Trade
Commissioner in each of those countries.
We should at all times be sending out
pecple from this State to make contacts
in those countries, to let them know what
is offering here and to let them know
that Western Australia is anxious to co-
operate with and help them.

In this Budget of £56,000,000—a huge
Budget as compared with those of
only a few years ago—is reflected
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a great expansion and an ever-in-
creased demand for services in West-
ern Australia. I urge the Treasurer
to recognise, as I am sure he does, the
sericushess of the growing difficulty, as
reflected in the deflcit of £2,600,000 this
year, part of which is to be carried over
to next year's programme. Surely some
halt should be called to this drift in the
finaneial situation! The only solution that
I can see is this: As the Commonwealth
still holds the purse-strings of the nation,
there must be a getting together of all the
State Treasurers with the Commonwealth
Government in order that a reasonably
satisfactory approach can be made to, what
I helieve to be at present, a matter of real
concern to the Commonwealth and to
Western Australia.

MR. POTTER (Subiaco) [5.27]: I am
entering this debate mainly hecause of an
interjection. I was alleged to have said
something irresponsible.

Hon. D. Brand: You always seem {o give
some reason for getting up. The last time
the member for Roe urged you to speak.
1:11 fact, you had intended fo get up all
along.

Mr. POTTER: I had not. I consider
that in the State’s present finaneial posi-
tion, and having regard to the relationship
of the State to the Commonwealth, it is
unable to carry out ail the development
that is necessary, having in mind the large
potential of the land which could carry
a population equal in number to the popu-
lation in the larger Eastern States. I
would point out that the Commonwealth
has undertaken gigantic works in the East
—T allude to the Snowy River scheme and
the munitions factory—but has left this
vast State of ours bereft of any financial
assistance other than some liberal assist-
ance through the Grants Commission.

On the whole, the capital works being
carried out by the Commonwealth in this
State are very small. At the present
junecture I would like to know actually
what capital work the Commonwealth is
undertaking here. It appears to me that
any proposition put forward by this State
to the Commonwealth in regard to de-
velopment is turned down. On a number
of occasions representations have been
made to the Commonwealth for the estab-
lishment of a naval base here, or at least
a dry dock, but we find that those ap-

‘proaches have not been successful.

In recent times the Commonwealth
Government proposed the construction of
a new A.B.C. buildings in Perth in order
that the Perth City Council could com-
mence the construction of the new Town
Hall on the present site occupied by the
AB.C. In this respect the State has once
more been pushed into the background.
Those are only some of the points that
have arisen from time to time.
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Representations were made to the Com-
monwealth Government some two years
ago in respect of financial assistance for
the development of the North-West.
Goodness knows, the North-West needs
plenty of assistance, seeing how closely
it is situated in relation to the teeming mil-
lions in the Near-East. There again our
representations fell on deaf ears, and 1
know dead wood is hard to grow. That
seems to be the position so far as the Fed-
eral Treasurer's attitude towards this State
is concerned.

There is another point I would like to
bring up. I have noticed recently in the
Press that some of our Federal members,
irrespective of party, have been putting
up a bhigger fight for Western Australia.

However, I feel they could do more
for the State and press for greater
financial aid, which could be used
in many directions here. We need
secondary industries and huge pub-
lic works, such as water supplies and
roads. It is very little use the Common-

wealth concenirating all its funds in the
BEastern States to the neglect of Western
Australia. When we do put forward pro-
posals for public works—and I instance
the Narrows bridge—we have squeals from
Victoria as to the use of money derived
from the petrol tax.

Mr. Court: Surely vou can't blame the
Commonwealth for that!

Mr. POTTER: No, I do not. However,
we have squeals from the other States:
and I instance Victoria. I would point
out that Victoria is very well off in that
it exports something like £30,000,000 worth
of goods to Western Australia while this
State only sends about £8,000,000 worth to
Victoria. I guote those figures from
memory. Therefore, I do not feel that
the proposed deficit is so terrible in rela-
tion to a Budget for £56,000,000, which is
not half as much as I would like to see
expended in this State in regard to works
and services that mmst be carried out,

The Leader of the Opposition spoke
about {ransport co-ordination. It seems
rather ironiecal to me that recently we
had a measure before this Chamber along
the lines he indicated.

Hon. D. Brand: Nothing of the sort!
You don’t know what you're talking about!

Mr. POTTER: The Leader of the Oppo-
sition spoke about feeder services to the
railways by motor-vehicle transport.

Hon. D. Brand: There is a practical and
reasonable approach, and that was not
your way.

Mr, POTTER: I think our way is most
practical. We must realise that we can-
not have the two services; and, for them
to be co-ordinated, I think one must feed
the other.

Hon. D, Brand: You must create good-
will and frust, if you want people to use
these services.

LASSEMBLY.]

Mr. POTTER: We have. 1 do not
think the farming community realises—

Mr. Ackland: What Subiaco does for
them!

Mr. POTTER: Over the last 10 years,
Australia has absorbed 2,000,000 migrants;
while, at the same time, the labour force
in primary industries has decreased by
136,000. Thet means they have been ab-
sorbed in various industries within the
metropolitan area or townships. There-
fore, the increased population has largely
been absorbed by secondary industries in
the metropolitan area. In consequence,
I would suggest that the people in the
metropolitan area—as the Minister for
Transport said in regard to the people of
East Perth, so I will say in regard to those
of Subiaco—have been carrying the
country people on their backs. I think
this Government, and past Labour Gov-
ernments, have done &.good job in taking
amenities to the country.

The Treasurer: Hear, hear!

Mr, POTTER: The Government has
taken roads and rails—

Mr. Johnson: Swimming pools.
Mr. Roberts: It has taken rails up.

Mr, POTTER: No; it has taken rails
to the country, much to our sorrow; and
has provided electricity, water supplies, and
50 on.

The Minister for Education: Ships.

Mr. POTTER: The comprehensive
water scheme might have been further
advanced, had it not been for the haggling
of country people.

The Treasurer: Hear, hear!

Mr, POTTER: Therefore, I suggest that
country people would be well advised to
show a little bit of co-operation in regard
to some of the suggestions which are ad-
vanced from time to time. After all is
said and done, the responsibilities of the
State should be equitably shouldered by
all its people.

Mr. Ackland: Hear, hear!

Mr. POTTER: I suggest that the Gov-
ernment, which I am pleased to support,
does its best to consider country folk—
there are no two ways about that, Fur-
thermore, as I pointed out a moment ago,
the metropolitan area is absorbing & sreat
number of the additional population due
to immigration and natural increase.

In my Address-in-reply speech, I spoke
on similar Iines to the Leader of the Op-
position in regard to secondary industries,
because I realised there was plenty of room
for trade with the Far East. However, I
agree with the statement made by the
Treasurer that if we could encourage
people to support our local industries,
through the efforts of the Trades Promo-
tion Council, we would expand our manu-
facturing industries to such an extent that
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they would be able to trade with the Far
East. I notice that there is now a ship-
ping line which is in contact with Japan,
Hong Kong and Manila; and I believe
there is also a Duteh line—the XKnutsen
line—in this trade, with five ships.

The country folk—the primary pro-
ducers at least—ecould also be encouraged
to explore the possibilities of trade with
the Far East. The beef market there
should he gigantic, and most of our fruits
could be exported to that part of the
world. In regard to beef, I point out that
some 25 years ago I was in communication
with people in Hong Kong, and told them
exactly what we Kkilled at Wyndham—
some 25,000 head of cattle. The reply was
that they lacked direct shipping com-
muhnication, and that our production was
not sufficient to meet their requirements.
Also, many overseas and Eastern States
companies could be encouraged to come
here to set up industries with the idea of
trading in the Far BEast. At this moment
trade is on a different basis from what we
have known in the past.

I rose to say that I did not think I was
wholly irresponsible when I remarked that
we could, perhaps, budget for even greater
deficits; because I feel that in this State
there is an urgency to develop secondary
industries, not only in the interests of the
State, but also in the interests of the de-
fence of the whole of Australasia; and the
Commonwealth Government should he
charged to make available to Western
Australia all possible funds; and every
member of the Commonwealth Parliament,
representing Western Australia, should be
asked to place before the Federal Treas-
urer our requirements because, after all,
Western Australia is one-third of the
continent.

We have laid down the necessary in-
gredients for the establishment of secon-
dary industries and primary production
here; and if we cannot get financial as-
sistance one way, we should be able to
get it in another. Western Australia could
absorb the population of a couple of the
other States, Victoria, could easily be
absorbed in one of our electorates. I sug-
gest that if we cannot get the money we
require through special grants and the
like, then at least we should not be taken
to task because we are budgeting for a
defieit.

Hon. D. Brand: Where is all this money
coming from?

Mr. POTTER: From the Commonwealth.
The. Commonwealth Government can pour
money down the sink for the purpose of
munition factories in the Eastern States,
and throw it away on gigantic irrigation
schemes for the henefit of a couple of
States. I sugegest it should ease off on
some of these things and make available
a bit more money for Western Australia.
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Hon. D. Brand: It was a Western Aus-
tralian who was in charge of the Ministry
when that was started.

Mr. POTTER: I understand that; and
I also understand what happened later in
regard to the administration of the con-
tracts in connection with the Snowy River
scheme,

The Minister for Transpori: T think
some Labour Government was going to
help our university but Mr., Menzies did
not honour that one.

Mr. POTTER: That is a fact too. I only
rose to take part in the debate because I
was charged with being irresponsible, and
I did not think the charge was justified.

HON. A, F. WATTS (Stirling) [5.461:
On the Estimates this year it looks as
though there will be some opportunity,
which has been lacking in the last few
years, for discussion on the departmental
estimates. Therefore in the short time I
propose to detain the Committee this
evening I will be able to deal with one
or two matters of general interest rather
than be obliged, because of the prospect
of there being no time for the depart-
mental estimates to be discussed, to inter-
lard some local matters.

To begin with, T would like to find out
from the Treasurer, when he replies to
the debate, if any investigation has been
made into the question of whether the
liability of the States to pay payroll tax
can be disputed. Members may recall
that last year, when we were dealing with
some matters similar to what we are dis-
cussing now, I suggested to the hon,
gentleman that it was a great wonder
to me that this question had not been
close’y gone info with constitutional
authorities of repute, because I was satis-
fled it was worth while going into it in
view of the fact that under the Federal
Constitution it is not competent for the
Commonwealth to tax the property of the
State. And, as I understand the situa-
tion in regard to the payroll tax, the tax
is actually assessed on the wages paid
while they are still in the hands of the
State; and therefore, even more strongly
than some other matters in connection
with which the State does not pay tax
to the Commonwealth as ordinary citi-
zens do, the State might, under that sec-
tion of the Constitution, claim fo be
exempt from it.

I was not then and I am not now able
to give a definite opinion on this sub-
ject; but I was hopeful that the Premier
would have had some further and closer
inquiry made into the question in the
meantime, and be able to supply the in-
formation as to the result of the inquiry
and the opinions he obtained, so that we
might at least know whether there was
any prospect of this tax heing disputed
by the State authorities, because it must
be a substantial drain on the revenues of
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the State, as it is applicable not only to
the £25,000,000 or thereabouts, paid in
salaries and wages out of the Consolidated
Revenue Fund, but also to that large pro-
portion of loan moneys which must also
be devoted to the payment of salaries
and wages—particularly to the wages of
the workers employed on various works,
and alse to the salaries of those persons
engaged in supervising.

I would estimate that it is paid on not
less than £30,000,000 of our annual moneys
at present; and in that case it would be
a burden of something over £1,000,000, and
probably £1,200,000 on the State. We
would therefore be glad if the Treasurer
could deal effectively with this aspect
when replying later on to this debate, in
uiger that we may know, one way or the
ather.

I listened with great interest to the
remarks of the Leader of the Opposition
in regard to the finaneial relationship he-
tween the Commonwealth and the States,
with particular reference to Western Aus-
tralia. As I see the position, it is not
a question of what type of Government
is in office in Canberra, but of the effect
that Canberra has on every other form of
Government. 1 have here some newspaper
cuttings dealing with the Premiers’ Con-
ference in 1948. At that time, of course,
the late Rt. Hon. Mr. Chifley was Prime
Minister of the Commonwealth; yet one
would imagine that the report of those
proceedings was that of a Premiers’ Con-
ference held in recent days, because the
attitude of both parties is almost pre-
cisely the same; and, if there is any dif-
ference, it is little worse. ‘The report
.reads, inter =alia—

The Premiers' battle for more
money which had started during a
long private discussion with the Prime
Minister yesterday was considered in
open conference. Today it lasted
most of the day ang finished with
little having been gained apart from
the adoption of a constructive sugges-
tion by the Premier of Western Aus-
tralia, Mr. McLarty, that a conven-
tion be called tec examine the whole
question of Commonwealth-State fin-
ancial relationships.

Later on in the report, with regard to the
Prime Minister’s attitude we read—

His attitude was revealed in wind-
ing up the discussion when he com-
mented, “We are simply not inter-
ested.”

I think that is largely the difficulty in
regard to the relationship between this
State and the Commonwealth. I am not
suggesting for one moment that the fin-
ancial treatment we get from the Com-
monwealth is outrageously bad. From
many angles it can be regarded as reason-
ably generous, but it seems to me to lack
that realism in certain aspects which it
is highly desirable should exist.

[ASSEMBLY.]

For example, I went over with the
Premier, the then leader of the Oppo-
sition, Sir Ross McLarty, the Speaker of
the Legislative Assembly and the Minister
for Railways, as an all-party committee
appointed by this House for the purpose
of putting up certain propositions to the
Commonwealth with regard to the devel-
opment of this State, That, I think, was
a little over 24 years ago, and five or six
matters were put up. They had been very
carefully prepared by officers of the vari-
ous departments and vetted by the Minis-
ters concerned. They were discussed and
further vetted by the other members of
the all-party committee and the Premier’s
Office; and we were, in fact, both publicly
and privately complimented by the Prime
Minister and the Federal Ministers pre-
sent on the excellent matter that had been
put forward, the way it had been pre-
sented, and the detail we had given.

That is absolute fact; but, as I under-
stand the position, we have had no answer
in respect of the major part of those pro-
posals. I am not going to say that the
Commonwealth should necessarily agree to
them; but I do say that a responsible
organisation of that nature, coming from
a State Parliament, backed by the resolu-
tions of that Parliament, and containing
in its numbers the Premier and the Leader
of Her Majesty’s Opposition should not be
kept waiting 2} years or more for an
answer, whether it be “Yes” or “No”.

We should have been told, within a
reasonable time—1I would give them 12
months in which to make investigations
and inouiries—say 12 or 15 months at the
outside, what the decision was; whether it
was “Yes” or “No”, instead of being left in
this state of uncertainty so that we do
not know whether to press those claims
further, or press other claims, or take no
action at all. We are simply, as it were,
suspended in mid-air in regard to those
propositions; and I suzgest that that shows
a complete lack of realism in regard to
the operations and hecessities of a State
such as this.

We are entitled to be told what the
verdict is, and not be left without any cer-
tainty as regards the position in those
most important matters which, on their
own admission, were well presented and in
sufficient detail to enable them to be
closely followed up and discussed by the
proper authorities. While I suppose we
will get an answer one of these days, it
seems to me to be a very wrong thing that
we should not have had it already. I ven-
ture to say that if a Cabinet committee of
the Government of this State took 2%
years to say “Yes” or “No” to a proposi-
tion presented to it in similar fashion to
that, there would be the strongest com-
ment made in this Chamber long before
that time had elapsed.
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The Treasurer: I'll say there would!

Hon, A. F. WATTS: It seems to me that
the long distance by which Canberra is
separated from contact, as it were, with
the ordinary people—that is most notice-
able there, and 1 think it is inherent in
the foundation and set-up generally—
makes them not as responsive to the needs
of the people as they should be; and that
applies to all types of governmental auth-
ority that have bheen in the Federzal sphere
during my acquaintance with public mat-
ters in Western Australia. We find, on the
other hand, that there is a much speedier
decision made in regard to requests from
other parts of the Commonwealth.

I hesitate to suggest for one moment
that Western Australian representatives in
the Federal Parliament do not press our
claims or our case; in fact, I am well aware
that a great number of them do, and I
have had an opportunity of seeing scme
of the correspondence that has passed be-
tween them and Federal Ministers in re-
gard fto certain matters of importance to
Western Australia.

However, I suppose that if we have a
battalion round our ears on one side and
only a half platoon on the other side, we
are inclined to take more notice of where
there is the most noise; and that is the
position as I see it in regard to New South
Wales as against Western Australia, be-
cause there is a battalion of Federal mem-
bers there as compared with the
somewhat small force that comes
from this State with its vast poten-
tialities, tremendous area and small
population. It is the small popu-
tion, of course, which is responsible for
the half platoon instead of the battalion.

What I think should be done is that our
Commonwealth friends should take some
special steps to ensure that the position
and state of affairs in this State is more
frequently examined by those Ministers
who do not come from Western Australia,
hecause the former are very limited in
number. For a long time we had none,
and then one; and, meore lately, we have
had two. But two is only 10 per cent.; and
it is extremely difficult to get a Federal
Minister, other than our own two, to come
to Western Australia and stay for any
appreciable time.

The Treasurer: Visiting Federal Minis-
ters are always great Western Australians
while they are in this State for a few days.

Hon. A. F. WATTS: That may be true;
but their visits here are usually fairly few
and far between, and their stay is com-
paratively short. It is extremely difficult
to get them here for any length of time;
and I think that our Western Australian
Ministers are waging a very uneven battle
in the circumstances that exist.

There is one example which has always
interested me, and in this regard I have
nothing whatever to say about the de-
partinental officers concerned because I
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am quite satisfied that they are fully
appreciative of the situation. I refer to
telephone extensions in the country dis-
tricts of Western Australia. Precisely ho
provision is made anywhere for the de-
velopment of satisfactory telephone sys-
tems in what are known as the war ser-
vice land settlement project areas; they
are more the responsibility of the Com-
menwealth than they are of the State.

Over the years the State, through its
main road funds, has taken steps to ensure
that the local authorities have been as-
sisted—or alternatively the work has heen.
done by the Main Roads Department—in
the construction of hundreds of miles of
access roads without which these settle-
ments could not have proceeded. Butl:
when it comes to the guestion of getting
telephone facilities for these settlements,
although the Commonwealth is most vitally
interested, no provision has been made,
notwithstanding representations which to
my knowledge have been going on for three
or four years at the very least.

It is quite impossible within the normal
limitation of funds which are provided
for telephone extensions, because of the
hundreds of demands made upon them, to
run out new telephone services to settle-
ments where 100 or 150 people are heing
placed on farming lands covering an area
of 200,000 or 300,000 acres. It is the settle-
ment of a new province that is being in-
volved; yet, so far as I can ascertain, de-
spite the correspondence which I know has
been going on between our Western Aus-
tralian Pederal members and the Com-
monwealth on this matter, the Common-
wealth cannot be induced to believe that
any special activities should be taken in
regard to the matter.

S¢ these people are still cut off from
civilisation so far as communications are
concerned, other than the long distances
by road. They have no immediate means
of communication in the event of an emer-

.gency; and it does not appear likely that

there will be any change within the next
two or three years, unless I misjudge the
position,

S0 while there are undoubtedly causes
for complaint in regard to the unrealistic
approach by the Commonwealth authori-
ties in many cases to the affairs of the
State, I think they could be very easily
overcome if a little more interest and
determination were shown hy Federal
Ministers, other than those from our own
State, in investizating and coming into
contact with local problems here.

Ministers of our own Western Australian
Government, in the course of their three-
vear term, as a general rule take steps to
travel 1,000 miles or more from Perth,
without the slightest hesitation, in order
to examine some local problem, As regards
those places that are a little nearer than
that distance, their visits are fairly fre-
quent. They are more closely in touch
with the people in Western Australia than
one would expect to be possible In view



1948

of the large area and small population of
this State. What is the result? As a
general rule the problems of those people
can at least receive attention within a
reasonable time and an answer—'Yes" or
“No"—given.

The attitude of the Canberra Govern-
ment to Western Australia—the unrealistic
attitude of which I complained—resembles
to some degree, I think, the attitude of our
present State Government towards certain
conditions in the country districts. I have
already elaborated on one or two of them,
and there are one or two with which I
shall deal when discussing the departmen-
tal estimates. The major one I shall make
passing reference to now, and perhaps deal
with a little more fully later on. I refer
to the tremendous disparity between the
expenditure on such works as public build-
ings in country districts as compared with
the expenditure in the metropolitan dis-
tricts in the last two or three years.

While the population cutside the metro-
politan districts is something in the
vicinity of 45 per cent. of the State total,
we find that the expendifure, from the
amount allocated for this purpose from
loan funds, is 19 per cent., instead of
something approximating 45 per cent.,
which one would reasonsbly expect in view
of the circumstnaces.

A total of 81 per cent. of the funds
was spent in the metropolitan district and
only 19 per cent. outside it; so perhaps,
from that point of view, the State Govern-
ment’'s complaints about the Common-
wealth are to some degree like the pot
calling the kettle black.

The Treasurer: The figures you quoted
are only part of the story.

Hon. A. P. WATTS: The figures I quoted
in regard to public buildings are com-
pletely accurate.

The Treasurer: You picked certain
figures which suit your argument.

Hon. A. F. WATTS: 1 obtained those
figures in the House.

The Treasurer: Why don't you quote all
the figures?

Hon. A. P. WATTS: I am quite com-
petent to quote them. If for two years
that state of affairs continued, it is reason-
able to assume that it will continue for
another year. If it had been in existence
for only one year I would have let the
matter pass; but it having existed for two
yvears I think I have a reasonable com-
plaint, more reasonable, perhaps, than
that made by the hon. gentleman against
the Commonwealth.

The Treasurer: When the Leader o1 the
Country Party was Minister for Education
he starved the metropolitan area for
schools.

Hon, A. F. WATTS: I would not like to
say thz_lt.

The Treasurer: I have said it.
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Hon. A. F. WATTS: I do not think the
Treasurer can justify it.

The Treasurer: We will produce the
figures.

Hon. A. P. WATTS: The Treasurer must
not forget that he said “starved.”

The Treasurer: That is what I said.

The Minister for Transport: And that
is an under-statement.

The Treasurer: And consequently
created a burden under which this Gov-
ernment found it necessary to spend great
sums of money in the metropolitan area
to make up a deflciency which the hon,
member himself created.

Hon. A. F. WATTS: The Treasurer can
argue that point as much as he likes, but
the reasenable requirements of both sec-
tions of the community were met at that
time. If the Treasurer is referring to the
construction of high schools, there were
none censtructed except that at Narrogin,
with certain additions such as to the Kent
Street school.

There was not the pressing need then
that there has been in recent years. There
was a pressing need to replace the shacks
found in. the country districts by buildings
which were at least habitable by the
people. I do not want to see a return to
the state of affairs that existed—though
I am afraid I will—of shacks in the
country districts.

So if there was a surplus of expenditure
over ahd above a population ratio which
the Treasurer can prove, if he ean, in the
rural distriects, it is not as glaring as the
figures I have just quoted—it was certainly
more justified in view of the circum-
stances that existed at the time.

Hon., L. Thorn: He did not neglect
Northam,

The Minister for Labour: Kojonup was

- no shack,

Hon. A, F. WATTS:
one.

The Minister for Labour: Wongan Hills
was no shack; nor was that built at Pin-
jarra and that at Bridgetown.

Hon. A. . WATTS: They merely re-
placed the miserable shacks to which I
referred; these were suppased to he suffi-
cient for the undeserving people who were
picneering and developing the State of
‘Western Australia; these were considered
to he sufficient for them for many years
and would probably have still been so
considered had some action not been
taken, At the same time more extensive
aIll'ld expensive premises were erected else-
where, -

I would like to have a word or two to
say about our railway finances. I can-
not quite make out how we are going to
have this deficit estimated at over
£7.000,000 for 1957-58.

It was replacing
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The Treasurer: Where did that figure

come from?

Hon. A. P. WATTS:
this House.

The Treasurer: But what as?
Hon. A, F. WATTS: As a deficit.
The Treasurer: What type of defleit?

Hon. A, P. WATTS: After taking every-
thing into consideration.

The Treasurer: That is not correct; it
was quoted as a preliminary estimate.

Hon. A, F, WATTS: Does it not still

It was quoted in

stand?
The Treasurer: Not to that extent.
Mr. Hearman: It is now probably

£6,900,000,

Hon. A. F, WATTS: Let us take what-
ever the figure is. I have not my notes
with me, and I must therefore rely on my
memory. .

The Treasurer: The frightening part of
the actual deficit is that the loss on the
working expenses alone will be £4,000,000.

Hon. A, F. WATTS: 1 will come to that
in a moment. We will have at least 500
fewer employees. I think the Minister for
Transport has already given the number
as being 480—anyway it is something be-
tween 400 and 500, and I suppose it is not
g(r)xgeasonable to assume that it will reach

One way and another that should effect
a saving of something like £500,000. We
must also take into consideration the sav-
ing that was going to be effected hy the
closure of 842 miles of line, It is hard
to estimate the figure—even on the inter-
departmental committee’s recommendation
—for a variety of reasons. Suppose that
its figures in respect of individual lines
are correct—which is somewhat doubtful;
but let us suppose they are correct—some
part of the year has gone by with those
lines still running; and if there is to be
a saving effected by stopping their opera-
tion, that saving will not be realised in
this particular financial year., But at least
it would be worth £200,000—and I do not
think that is unreasonable. That would
bring the figure to £700,000. If we add
that figure to the estimated deficit we
shall certainly reach a figure of well over
£7,000,000,

What can cause a greatly increased de-
ficit? In the course of his speech the
Treasurer pointed out to us that one reason
is that there is going to be less wheat to
carry. But from the allegations that have
been made here from time to time, it would
appear to me that the less wheat there
was to carry, the better the position would
be for the railway system; hecause we are
always heing told that wheat is being car-
ried at a loss, and that the farmer is be-
ing subsidised in the carriage of wheat on
the railways.
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Mr. Ackland: And we are told that iron.
ore is being carried at a profit.

Hon. A. ¥, WATTS: I will not go into
that; I will concentrate on wheat because
I know what the position is, If these
statements are true—and I have always
been inclined to question that they are,
and I still do—the less wheat carried, the
better the position for the railways. But
that is not so. Surely that should be set
off against the saving on wages and the
saving in line closures! Why then is the
deficit going to increase to £6,000,000?
We are told that there is going to be a.
saving in the case of coal,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. A. F. WATTS: Before the tea sus—
pension, T was making some reference to
the saving to be effected by the railways
on the supply of coal. While it is a little
difficult to estimate accurately what that
saving will be during the current financial
year, it would appear that it cannot be less
than about £150,000. In a full year it
would, of course, he considerably more
than that.

If one were to set off the three savings
to which I have referred against the pos-
sible loss in transport of grain, to which
the Premier made a great deal of refer-
ence during his introductory speech, it is
still very hard to understand where the
deficit including interest, which I now find
quoted by him to be £6,359,000, is to he
discovered.

Surely if there is to be less business
and less staff—and on the indications at
the time the Budget was prepared, with the
exception of wheat, no probable reduction
in frelghts were to be carried—there
should not be a greater deficit than existed
last year, or the year hefore. I say the
year before because that was the year
when the carriage of wheat was consider-
ably less than last year, and perhaps would
be more comparable with the year under
review.

Hon. D, Brand: That was a year when
almost two seasons’ wheat was carried.

Hon. A. F. WATTS: Almost two seasons’
wheat was carried in one year. The esti-
mated deficit of £6,359,000, under those
circumstances, requires a great deal more
explanation than we have been given so
far. We have been given no information
to justify it. We would have heen entitled
to expect that it would at least be no
greater, and probably less than the deficit
which occurred the year hefore last.

If not, for what have we been engaged
as a Parliament—although thank goodness
not myself as an individual—in bringing
about supposed economies in regard to the
closure of railway lines? For what has the
Government taken credit unto itself for
having substantially reduced the railway
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staff? For what purpose has the Govern-
ment been engaged in obtaining cheagper
supplies of coal, if the net resuit is that
the deficit of the railways will increase,
rather than remain static or diminish?

I repeat that it seems to me to require
a great deal more explanation than we
have been given. I hope that that in-
formaigion will be forthcoming; because
there is every reason to be concerned, if
the result of this season turns out to be
worse than was expected when the Budget
was prepared. While I hope it will not be
S0, there is a possibility that it will. In
that case it can only be assumed that the
deficit will be higher than the figure given
by the Treasurer when introducing the
Budget this year,

Mr. Lawrence: What was the estimated
figure given by the Treasurer?

Hon. A. F. WATTS: The
£6,359,000 including interest.

Hon, D. Brand: Over the radio last Mon-
day he mentioned it was £7,000,000.

Mr. Lawrence: Was that his estimate for
the current year?

Hon. A. F. WATTS: Yes. The deficit
reported in “The West Australian” of the
14th September last was as follows:—

. The Treasurer estimates the opera-
tlon_al loss of £4,158,000, and with the
addition of interest the deficit will be
at least £6,359,000.

Of course the Midland Railway Com-
pany would not have been able to keep
lts_elf on the even level that it has main-
tained, had it not been for the fact that
it ha_cl available extensive tracts of land
for disposal. From the sale of those lands
it has received a considerable amount of
money which it has been able to devote
to the maintenance of its rallway, with
the resuit that it has—although not mak-
ing any profits and although being bound
by the same freight rates as the Govern-
ment.—not sustained any loss of any con-
cern in recent years.

That principle of making land avail-
able to concerns which were prepared to
open railways in Western Australia was
4 very sound one. It was done not only
in regard to the Midland Railway Com-
pany, which has continued in operation
as a private company until the present
time, but also in regard to the original
Great Southern Railway Company. which
built the line from Beverley to Albany.

Subsequently the Government of the day
took that line over, and the land which
was granted on each side of the line at
regular intervals between Beverley and Al-
bany reverted to the Crown. Of course the
Crown has sold that land, in the same
manner as the Midland Railway Company
has sold land which was given to it, the
difference being, as far as I can ascertain,
that the Midland Railway Company has

flgure of
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used the proceeds for purposes connected
with the railway; whereas the Crown, at
least ever since self-government and pro-
bably before that time also, has used the
money derived from the sale of land for
revenue purposes. That seems to me ifo
be a bad practice.

It was just as much, in the case of
the State, a realisation of an asset, as it
was in the case of the Midland Railway
Company. While the State collected the
money as land rentals and paid it intc
revenue, it was actually a realisation on
sale of the land. It was really the capi-
tal value of the land being paid by in-
stalments; and in most cases, as with
the Midland railway, the land gets its
value from the fact the railway was put
through and made development possible.
I do not know what the land rents that
have been collected since those days would
amount to: but as it still amounts, I un-
derstand, to over £250,000 per year in
most years and as the great part of
the lands is freehold, it is quite ob-
vious it ecannot have amounted to less
than £15,000,000 or £20,000,000; and 1
should say those would be conservative
figures.

Had a substantial portion of those sums
—particularly in the early days of settle-
ment, when land rents provided a terrific
annual sum—been devoted, to a large ex-
tent anyway, to the construction or main-
tenance of railways, the problems we face
today in regard to railway revenue would
not be with us to anything like the ex-
tent they are.

Mr. Rodoreda: Didn't we write off
£12,000,000 from the railways?

Hon. A. F. WATTS: We did; because
the assets had disappeared and they had
depreciated—I think since 1871—and the
liability of the railways included assets
which no longer existed and for which no
depreciation was set aside, Obviously in
the deficit now contemplated there is a
substantial amount for depreciation.

1 would suggest if that capitalisation of
something over £45,000,000 and that sum
for depreciation, which must run to some-
thing like £1,000,000—as I understand the
situation, that is & sound practice—had
been put into operation at the beginning
of the railway system, then we should
have found ourselves with no more liabi-
lity, I think, than finally existed when the
writing-off took place.

Instead of the writing-off having to
take place in one year, it would have
taken place on a depreciating scale aver
g long period of years; and the assets,
as they became obsolescent or finished al-
together, would have been provided for in
that manner. When it was done, of
course, it had to be done in a lump sum
in order to bring the railway obligation
to the level commensurate with the value
of the assets it then possessed and which
were usable.
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It seems to me, perhaps, that it is not
yvet too late to consider making some con-
tribution to railway revenne and main-
tenance by transferring what we do col-
lest in land remts, less some reasonable
amocunt for administratior costs, perhaps,
to railway revenue account; because it
Is equally true today in a number of
gases in connection with many of our
lines—main lines in particular—that the
fact that a railway exists and is available
for transport purposes has developed the
value of the land which exists around it
today. It may not be too late to give con-
sideration to that; and it would at least
bring to an end the method of converting
the sale of the capital asset, which is the
land of this country and the only asset
which the State possessed when settlement
started, into a revenue item, to be ex-
pended as revenue. It would, I think, place
the matter in a better perspective.

I will leave the matter at that for the
time being, and will bring my remarks to
a close tonight by saying that when the
various deparitmental estimates come be-
fore us there are a number of matters
with which I hope to deal.

Vote put and passed.
This concluded the general debate.

Votes and items discussed as follows:—

Vote—Legislative Assembly, £12,677;
Joint House Commiftee, £23,274; Joint
Printing Committee, £22,793; Joint Library
Committiee, £525; Premier’s Depurtment,
£41,830; Treasury, £156,300; Governor’s
Egstablishment, £20,678; Execulive Council,
£5—agreed to.

Vote—London Agency, £36,615:

Mr. COURT: This refers to the London
Agency; and, of course, more particularly
to the office of the Agent General. I note
that the estimate for this year is £36,615,
as against £28,922 for last year. I see the
Agent General looking with great inter-
est now that his future role has been
menticned. I would like some informa-
tion on this department. We know, of
course, the estimates are subject to a cer-
tain amount of flexibility and the Gov-
ernment of the day, within certain limits,
has to meet changing eircumstances.

However, the new Agent General will
take up his duties in London probably at
a time when the position is more import-
ant to us than at any other time in our
history. Some people will dispute that.
I have heard the former Leader of the
Opposition say the most critical period
in regard to the Agent General's duties
was during the time when there was an
acute shortage of materials and manpower
and the Agent General was called upon
to do a lot of detailed work in regard to
contracts, supplies, and so on.

However, those days have, to a large ex-
tent, gone; and apart from routine work
of that nature, no doubt the functions of
the Agent General’s office will be lessened
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in that direction, which means he can de-
vote much more time to the task of in-
fluencing people and interesting money
to come to this State. I would like to
hear from the Treasyurer what facilities
exist in this department.

For instance, say the Agent General—
through his speial and other contacts—
was able to get on to a lead of something
that was of real Importance to Western
Austrglia, but was a matter which called
for expert investigation or expert legal
assistance, accounting assistance or eng-
ineering assistance, what would be the
procedure? Is there an established prece-
dent or would it be outside the normal
powers or intentions of the Government to
engage such experts?

I have in mind that the Agent General
might want someone flown from Australia
to England, or to have sormeohe engaged
in a particular field in the United King-
dom. 1 know if is an impossibility to
anticipate all these things in the Esti-
mates, but I would like to hear from the
Treasurer whether he has contemplated
such & state of affairs arising, and whether
the Agent General would have some powers
in this direction: or whether the Govern-
ment would be prepaered to meet such a
situation even if it involved increased
expenditure up to £20,000 which could be
quite unimportant compared to the pos-
sible benefits to the State if the right
people were brought in to assist.

I am not suggesting that the Agent
General or his staff would he incompetent
but there are matters on which they would
require expert assistance, for {wo reasons—
one, because of special knowledge—techni-
cal or finaneial; and, two, irom the point
of view of time because one man can do
just so much in 24 hours.

The TREASURER: I agree generally
with the peint of view put forward by the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition. For a
considerable time the State did employ
an engineer permanently in the United
Kingdom. He was initially an officer of
the Railway Department in this State. At
the time of which I speak, the Government
was purchasing a large quantity of railway
equipment from manufacturing establish-
ments in the United Kingdom; and it was
thought advisable to maintain perman-
ently in England an engineer who could
watch the interests of the Railway De-
partment and the Government. With the
diminution in those contracts, the need to
maintain a permanent railway engineer
disappeared and the practice which has
since been followed is for the Agent Gen-
eral’s Office to employ local engineering
skill when it is required.

I would say that the Agent General
elect will have a considerable amount of
discretion in regard to the work that he
will attemnpt to do during his term in the
United Kingdom. He, of course, is well
acquainted with Government policy, par-
ticutarly in relation to land development
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and—to a lesser extent buf still to a large
degree—in connection with industrial de-
velopment.

Therefore, he will be in a position to
make contracts and carry negotiations to
certain stages. Should he at any time
consider a Minister of the Government
should travel to the United Kingdom, or
that some experf technical officers of the
Government—inciuding Treasury officers
—should go %o London, the Government
would have no hesitation on acting on such
recommendations.

On the point of spending heyond what
is provided in the Estimates for the Agent
General’s Office in the United Kingdom, I
would say that the Government would not
hesitate at all to exceed, greatly, these
Estimates if the circumstances were such
as to make such excess expenditure appear
to be advisable.

Mr. ACKLAND: I notice that the up-
keep of Savoy House is to be increased
considerably during the next financial
vear. Savoy House occupies a prominent
part in London; and I hope that as a re-
sult of these Estimates a more definite
move will be made to advertise Western
Australia in the shop windows of the
building than there has been in the past.
1 believe—and I have had personal ex-
perience of this—that people do not get
much assistance at Australia House, s0O
that they go to Savoy House for informa-
tion concerning this State.

Although we have there as secretary a
Western Australian, the person who inter-
views most of the people knows very little
if anything, except what he has read, about
Western Australia. I understand he is
most courtecus to those who interview
him; bhut I think it would be well worth
the Government’s while to give considera-
tion to the proposition that beside the of-
ficial secretary, someone who interviews
the general public, or that part of it which
never gets to the Agent General, should
have a greater knowledge of Western Aus-
{ralia than has the officer to whom I am
referring,

The Agent General's Office in London
does a good job, but I think it could per-
form a more useful one if people could
see for themselves what we do in Western
Australia. To this end, instead of the
window space which faces both The Strand
and the street on the side being leased, it
could be tastefully decorated so as to give
an idea of the productivity of the State
and what we have here. I am hoping that
the increased expenditure from £5,686 to
£10,750 will mean that something will be
done along the lines I have suggested.

Item, Exchange of officers, £2,000.
Mr. COURT: This item did not appear

.last year. Does it refer to the gentleman
who, I believe, has never been {0 Western
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Australia but who has a great knowledge
of the State; or is it intended for the
transfer of Western Australian officers?

The TREASURER: The item is to cover
the cost of transporting the Agent General
elect and his good wife from Western
Australia to England. It is also possible
that the present secretary will be brought
bhack to Western Australia and another
officer sent to England in his place. It has
been the practice of Governments to do
this. After all, the English c¢limate in
winter is severe, and most officers who go
from Western Australia to be the secre-
tary to the Agent General in London are
not keen on remaining there for many
years. After they have been there for a
reasonable period they mostly are keen
to return to Western Australia to enjoy
again the sunshine of this State.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Public
£18,959:

Hon. D. BRAND: I reaiise that at pres-
ent this item is more or less in suspension.
But could the Premier explain what will
be the policy of the Government in the
event of the legislation now before an-
other place not emerging in a form satis-
factory to the Government?

The TREASURER: This item provides
sufiicient money to meet the anticipated
cost of the public service board should
Parliament agree to the legislation now
before it and the hoard be set up subse-
quently. Public Service Commissioner
Smith will not continue in office after the
end of this year. His term has already
been extended on two occasions because of
the doubt as to whether Parliament
sooner or later would agree to the sug-
gested board of three commissioners.
Should Parliament reject the legislation
the Government would immediately call
applications for the position of Public
Service Commissioner and, from the ap-
plications received, would make a choice
and appoint a new commissioner as from
the 1st January, 1958.

Vote put and passed.

Service  Commissioner,

Vote—Government Molor Car Service,
£10,570:

Hon. A. F. WATTS. The expenditure on
Item 1 last vear was £2,594 as compared
with an estimate of £1,410 for this year.
Can the Treasurer explain the difference?

The TREASURER: The note I have in
connection with this matter reads—

A decrease in the item because pre-
viously the whole salary of a clerk
employed in the Premier’s Depart-
ment and who only performs certain
work in connection with the garage
was debited against this item. To
correct that situatijon the salary of
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that officer has this year been debited
against Premier’s Department sal-
aries.

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Audit, £80,080; Compassionate

Allowances, etc., £1,115; Government
Stores, £121,845;: Taxation, £50,000; Super-
annuation Board, £14,200; Printing,
£459,640—agreed to.

Vote—Miscellaneous Services, £2,540,815:
Item, Adult Education Board, £4,100.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Can the
Treasurer explain the increase in this
item this year as compared with last year?

The TREASURER: This item provides
a grant to the Adult Education Board to
assist it to ecarry out its activities, which
consist mainly of extension lectures, lib-
rary and the conducting of a summer
camp. During 1957 a full-time Qgirector
was appointed and the activities of the
board were expanded.

Ttem, Albany Municipal Council—drain-
age Yakamia Creek, £4,500; and

Item, Albany townsite drainage—ZLock-
yer area, £5,600.

Hon. D. BRAND: Can the Treasurer ex-
plain how these amounts are debited under
these items? Does this mean that in re-
spect of these amounts the Premier's De-
partment has taken over the financial re-
sponsibility by way of subsidy or grants?

The TREASURER: The payments were
made by way of grants. I understand the
Jocal authorities were prepared to pay a
certain amount fowards the necessary
drainage work but could not provide all
the funds required. They made repre-
sentations to the Government through the
Public Works Department; and after in-
vestigation, it agreed to subsidise the work
to the extent shown here.

Hon. D. BRAND: Can I take it that each
problem of town drainage will he treated
on its merits in this way?

The Treasurer: Yes.

Item, Australian Council for Educational
Research, £540.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: This is prob-
ably an important council, and I think re-
search into educational! matters is very
important. I believe that in recent times
we have not moved quickly enough to keep
up with the demands made on society in
order to keep pace with this age of auto-
mation and nuclear power. I feel there
should be research into the type of school
curricula that should be adopted.

Recent critics have stated in no uncer-
tain terms that we are lagging behind in
education and are not preparing our
children for the future. Is this a council
which can in an objective manner seek
ways and means to assist us towards a
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greater fulfilment of true education? Un-
doubtedly a great deal of research goes on
within eur own Education Department;
but a counecil such as this might be able
to view the problems impartially.

The TREASURER: I agree that a great
deal of educational research is carried on.
within the framework of the department,.
and I understand this council concerns it--
self more with matters which are not dealt:
with extensively by the State Departments
of Education, This council is subsidised,
if that be the right word to use, not only
by the State Government but also by the
Commonwesalth Government. The Com-
monwealth makes a grant of £1 for every
£1 which the particular State Government
makes available to the council.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You do not know
the particular fields in which it works?

The TREASURER: No, not in detail
Presumably, private industry would be
concerned with the activities of this coun-
cil; and therefore it could well bhe that
some privafe companies, at least the bigger
ones, would financially help the operations
of this council. I am thinking of a Airm
like BH.P. which could, and I imagine
would, support the work of this council by
making financial help available to it.
There would be & number of other large,
prosperous companies in Australia which
might alse assist the council in its work.

As far as I know, the council is not short
of funds, because I cannot recollect its
ever having made any approach to tne
Government in this State for additional
money; and in saying this, I am not in-
viting it to do so at this stage. However,
the item on the Estimates is the financial
grant made by the State Government and
a similar grant is made by the Common-
wealth Government plus, of course, what
the Commonweslth Government pays to
the eouncil as a £ for £ subsidy on what is
made available by the other five State
Governments in Australia.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Does it submit a
report ta you?

The TREASURER: I have not seen any
reports from the council. I should say
that it would prepare and make available
a report each year and that in each State
a copy of the report would, I think, be
sent to the Director of Education.

Item, Junior Farmers Movement, £9,800.

Hon. A. F. WATTS: 1 notice that there
is a considerable inerease in the expendi-
ture for this particular item. While I do
not object to it, I shall be glad if the
Treasurer would tell us if he contemplates
any increased activity and, if so, of what
character.

The TREASURER: The State has heen
assisting the junior farmers movement for
some considerable time, and each year the
Government endeavours to provide further
assistance to this movement. I think
probably every member knows of the work
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‘which this movement carries out in coun-
try areas, and would also know that the
work is of a very valuable nature, Junior
-farmers, wherever they band themselves
“together in country centres, are very keen
:and achieve a great deal of very progres-
sive work, They not only do this in the
gducational and sockl senses, but they
also do it in the practical sense; and the
‘Government considers, therefore, that this
movement should be further organised so
‘that it can become more effective and more
‘widespread in is operations.

‘The main reason for the increase pro-
posed this year is to cover the appointment
of two additional full-time field officers.
The organisation of the movement in past
years has depended very largely on volun-
tary effort and that effort has succeeded
up to a point; but it is thought by those
in a position to advise the Government,
that any further substantial development
of the organisation requires the appoint-
ment of full-time field oificers who c¢an
devote the whole of their energies to the
work of expanding the movemeni and
spreading its benefits over a wider arca
than that which exists at present.

Item, Library Board of Western Aus-
tralia, £100,000.

Mr. COURT: I notice that an increase
of £10,995 is proposed in respect of this
item, and I would appreciate the infor-
mation as to the general nature of the
increased expenditure, and particularly the
benefit it will have in spreading the ser-
vices of the Library Board throughout the
State as distinct from the emphasis on the
meiropolitan area.

The TREASURER: The work of the
State Library Board has increased consid-
erably in recent years, particularly since
Parliament passed legislation which gives
the board wider powers and encourages
country local authorities, in co-operation
with the board, to establish local libraries.
I understand that this co-operation has
been responsible for the establishment of
libraries in country cenires. Naturally,
this has made it necessary for the State
Library Board to purchase more books and
to circulate these books throughout the
various local libraries in country areas.

I visited the State Library in Perth the
other day and had a talk with Mr. Sharr.
He was very enthuslastic about the co-
operation which had been shown by several
country local authorities and about the
great increase which was taking place in
the use of libraries, both in Perth and at
the countiry centres where libraries were
being established.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Has the bpard
moved towards the establishment'of the
technological section?

The TREASURER: Yes, it has made
some. progress in that direction. Natur-
ally, the rate of progress is limited because
the establishment of that section is quite
expensive and will have to be achieved
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totally over a period of years. However

‘the Government this year is making avail-

able an additional sum of £10,000 in ar
attempt to further the wvaluable effort:
of this organisation.

Mr. PERKINS: I would like {0 commenc
the work of the Library Board and assure
those members representing metropolitar
constituencies that this is one instance
where the country areas have got thei
services before the metropolitan area. Ir
the areas that I know well, free lending
libraries have been established for somc¢
time, under the auspices of the Stats
Library Board. These libraries operate al
York, Quairading, Narembeen, Lake Grace
Nyabing and Pingrup, to name just a few;
and I can assure members that thosi
library services are well thought of anc
are freely used.

At this stage, I would also like to com
mend the initiative of the chief executiw
oificer and librarian, Mr, Sharr, as well a;
his officers, for the flexible system the:
have developed to meet the needs of Wes
tern Australia, I would suggest that an:
member who is not conversant with the
the library movement as it is developing it
‘Western Australia, should go along to th
State Library and discuss with the officer
there just what is being done. I hope it wil
not be long before the metropolitan are:
also has this complete service, I do no
think that we appreciate just how fa
Western Australia has been lagging behini

.other eivilised countries in the pravisiol

of this type of facility. It is unfortunat
that only a very small portion of th
metropolitan area, and the Fremantle area
has had any worth-while service at all

This is partly a local government re
sponsibility and partly a Library Boanm
responsibility and if is pleasing to see thi
Perth City Council working in with th
Library Board in this connection, It i
something on which I am very keen, and
this subject was raised by me in the firs
speech I made in this House. On tha
oceasion I dealt with the need for a librar:
in Western Australia. Previously a gran
of £1,000 was made to help the work o
country free lending library services amn
the amount provided by the Governmen
is now £1,500. I think we can complimen
the Library Board and its officers upo
giving the State such excellenf vaiue.

Ttem, Museum and Art Gallery of West
ern Australia, £40,000.

Hon. D. BRAND: Last year the vote wa
£31,300 and the expenditure £26,713 an
this year the estimate is £40,000 whicl
is an increase of £13,287. I wonder if th
Treasurer would be good enough to ex
plain this increase.

The TREASURER: Both the Publi
Library trustees and the trustees of th
Art Gallery and Museum are anxious ¢
effect substantial improvements and haw
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made requests {0 the Government for ad-
ditional sums to the amounts that each
received last year. The Government has
not been able to meet those requests but
it has in this instance, as with the Public
Library, provided additional funds which
will go some distance towards achieving
the improvements required. There have
been some changes in staff at the Art
Gallery and Museum where I think there
has been an increase of at least one in
the number.

I understand that the reason for this is
that Mr. Glauert who was there for many
years used to go back after hours, on
Saturday afternoons, and on holidays, and
do a tremendous amount of work addi-
tional to that which could normally be
expected of an officer, Consequently, it
was found necessary to appoint one more
person and that has increased the ex-
penditure. Substantial improvements have
been made to the Art Gallery, and im-
provements are being made in the Museum
section. These improvements, which are
many years overdue, will add to the atirac-
tion of both the Museum and the Art Gal-
lery and it is thought that a far greater
number of people will visit these places
which play such an important part in the
affairs of the citizens of our State.

Item, Physiotherapists' Registration
Board, £4,500.

MR. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The estimate
this year shows an increase of £1,000 over
that for last year. In recent times a
number of Bills dealing with offshoots of
the medical profession have been intro-
duced—these relate to subjects such .as
physiotherapy, occupational therapy, chiro-
pody and the like—and they have provided
for a board to control the particular off-
shoot concerned. Provision is also made in
each case for the training and registration
of the profession, and for the appointment
of a registrar. Funds for the administra-
tion of these Acts are to ke obhtained
supposedly from the fees drawn from the
members,

It will be quite obvious to the Treasurer
that the Physiotherapists’ Registration
Board is costing the Government £4,500.
‘What will be the score with regard to the
chiropodists and the oecupational thera-
pists which professions Parliament has ap-
proved and the Ilegislation concerning
which will be placed on the statute book?
Both these professions were legalised by the
action of private members introducing
legislation. Is it likely that these costs
will go on? 1Is it likely that we could
cut down costs on the physiotherapists’
board?

The TREASURER: 1 think the member
for Cottesloe has raised an important point.
At times Parliament merrily approves
léegislation some of which might be intro-
duced by the Government, and some by
private members, which seéks to do this,
that or the other. Although the initial
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expenditure by the Government in con-
nection with these matters that are ap-
proved is small, it is often found with the
passing of time that the expenditure grows
substantially.

We all know that once an organisation of
this kind becomes established and accepted
in the community, it is very difficult for
any Government to cut it off at the pockets
at some stage when the Government ex-
penditure becomes heavy in connection
with its operations. The vote we are dis-
cussing represents, I understand, the differ-
ence between the total costs of the board’s
operations and the total amount of fees
that the board receives.

I shall have some inquiries made to as-
certain whether it would not be reasonable
in the circumstances for that board to
raise mgre mongy towards meefing its
total expenditure. I suppose most boards
like most members of Parliament and most
Governments, wish to remain well in with
the people they serve. It could quite well
be that the members of this board would
not like to be looked at askance by the
pecple from whom they collect fees; in
other words, they may not be keen to
increase the existing fees.

However, there is very much in the point
of view put forward by the member for
Cottesloe, namely, that we ought to be
very careful to ensure that expenditure in
connection with organisations of this kind
does not rise too steeply and thus become
an unfair burden on the community. The
people who are trained under the jurisdiec-
tion of this board would, when they become
fully qualified, earn very substantial in-
comes. Therefore it seems to me that
there is warrant for the matter to be more
closely investigated for the purpose of as-
certaining whether the expenditure could
not be met by the board from its cwn re-
sources to a greater extent than appears
to be the case at the present time.

Item, Royal Agricultural Soclety, £1,200.

Mr. CROMMELIN: This is a new item
in the Estimates. The amount of £1,200
is shown as a grant to the Royal Agricul-
tural Society. I would ask the Treasurer
to give some information as to the pur-
pose of this grant.

THE TREASURER: The president of the
Royal Agricultural Society, Mr. Gooch, saw
me some months ago and told me that his
society was anxious to carry out certain
work, the long-range objective of which
was the re-institution of district displays
at the Royal Show, I think all members
will recollect that in years gone by district
displays were an outstanding feature of the
Rayal Show.

When I visited the Royal Show on this
oceasion I was extremely disappointed in
the exhibits on display in Centenary Hall,
The quantity of farm products within the
hall were very small indeed and ex-
tréemely disappointing. The quality for the
most part was very good. The quantity
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was small to the extent that about 90
per cent. of the space in the hall had been
taken over by commercial firms which
displayed their wares. It seems to be a
backward step inasmuch as Royal Show
exhibitions are concerned.

I understand that the district displays
were held in former years by way of com-
petition between the country disiricts, to
see which district could supply the best
displays of primary products. They petered
out because of the inahility of the dis-
tricts to maintain the effort, and possibly
the expenditure, which had to.be incurred
te retain the distriet displays as a special
feature at the Royal Shows.

Mr. Gooch said that the society was an-
xious to reintroduce this feature in future
years, ahd that the society itself had agreed
to increase some expenditure to carry out
certain alterations which were thought to
be necessary. He asked whether the Gov-
ernment{ would be prepared to co-operate
with the society in making a grant, and
the Government agreed to do so. That is
the reason for the amount shown against
this item. I 2m very hopeful indeed,
particularly after what I saw today, that
in next year’s Royal Show, and those sub-
sequently, we will see the competition in
connection with distriet displays of agri-
cultural products being reinstituted.

Hon. D. Brand: Does that mean this will
be an established annual grant to the
Royal Agricultural Society, to be increased
from time to time?

The TREASURER: No. This amount is
required to finance struetural alterations.
Should the society consider at some future
date that it would be a great help to the
local district committees, when they are
re-established, for the Government to make
some limited contribution each year to
maintain the interest of the local commit-
tees, and to ensure that these district com-
petition displays will be staged each vyear
at the Royal Show, then on receiving such
a request from the society, the Government
will give the matter very sympathetic and,
I hope, practical consideration.

Mr. WILD: I would like to make an ob-
servation on this item. It is quite obvious
from the remarks of the Treasurer that
he is very interested in district displays.
That being the case, I would like to extend
to him the invitation to open the next
Kelmscott show, when he will be able to
see the best district display in Western
Australia. This feature was an innovation
introduced by the member for Darling
Range many years ago, and I have carried
it on since I have become member for the
district. Now that the Treasurer has
shown tangible support for these efforts,
he will be able to see the best possible dis-
play at Kelmscott, and so encourage those
running the Royal Show, to follow the
example.
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The TREASURER: I readily accept the
invitation on the condition that at that
time no deputation waits on me to seek
financial assistance.

Mr. CROMMELIN: As the Treasurer
knows, there is before Parliament a Bill
relating to local government which, if
passed, will enahle the Claremont Muni-
cipal Couneil to receive from the Royal
Agricultural Society an annual amount of
approximately £100 to £120 in rates, based
on last vear’s figures of income. That
would be conditional on the council making
no other attempt to get any rates from
the society at all. Would the Treasurer
give any consideration to assisting the
council in regard to rates if such a basis
were agreed to?

The TREASURER: No, I am afraid I
cannot hold ocut very much hope to the
member for Claremont in connection with
that matter,

Item, Royal
£79,000.

Mr. COURT: There are two aspects of
this item: one is financial, and the other
is functional. The amounts actually ex-
pended were £9,000 less than the vote last
year. The amount proposed to be expended
this year is estimated at £7,500 greater
than the actual expendifure last year.
There might be some relationship between
the inecrease and the decrease, and I would
appreciate information on that point. At
the same time, in view of what one hears
from time to time, it would be interesting
to know exactly what is the function of
the Royal Mint in this State at present
and what it will be in the future. If the
Treasurer could oblige when replying on
the financial side and give some idea of
the functional future of the Mint, it would
help complete the story.

Mr, RODOREDA: This item has in-
trigued me ever sihce I have been a mem-
ber of Parliament. I notice that, as well
as the additional grant, there is statutory
provision for £25,000 a year to be made
available. Therefore, the money for this
Royal Mint involves the State in approxi-
mately £100,00 a year, I would like to
know what benefit accrues to the State
from this expenditure, whether directly or
indirectly. Is there any recoup made by
anybody in connection with this expendi-
ture and also who actually owns the land
and buildings? I think it would be in-
teresting information.

The TREASURER: The total receipts
which go to the Royal Mint in Perth are
paid into Consolidated Revenue. The
total amount to be received during the
current financial year is approximately
£100,000, so it will be seen that the Mint
just about balances the budget.

Mr. Rodoreda: What does it get that
for?

Mint—additional grang,
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The TREASURER: It smelts gold for
individual producers of gold, and mints
coins for the Commonwealth Government.
Prom these two sources the receipts which
I have mentioned are received. The Mint
itself—buildings and land—are owned by
the State Government. The Common-
wealth Treasury has been trying to per-
suade the State Government for some
years now to close the Mint down, as it
were. The reason for this—the Common-
wealth’s reason-—is that the Mint in Mel-
bourne is not working at full {ime in re-
gard to coinage activities. Another reason
is that the Commonwealth Government is
I understand, to build a completely new
mint at Canberra,.

Hon. D. Brand: Let it close down the
Melbourne Mint and not build one at Can-
berra.

The TREASURER: I understand, from
inquiries I have made in this matter, that
the Melbourne Mint will be closed downh
when 2 terrific amount of expenditure is
incurred by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment in building a completely new mint
in Canberra,

Mr. COURT: Could the Treasurer indi-
cate to us the loss of revenue that would
be incurred if the coinage section were
taken away from the Royal Mint? In
other words, would it be an economic pro-
position to continue? No doubt we must
have a mint. But it would be a good thing
to anticipate this, and I agree with the
Leader of the Opposition that we should
make representations to have minting
done here rather than in Canberra.

The TREASURER: We have {ried on
several occasions to get additional orders
for the Perth Mint in connection with
the minting of coins, but we have been
told on each occasion that the Common-
wealth authorities are doing us a tre-
mendously good turn by giving us any
orders at all because they argue
they could get the work done more
cheaply in Melbourne. I am not in
a position to indicate to members
of the Committee just how much is
received by the Mint by way of income
from the minting of coins as against the
total received for the smelting of gold. I
would be prepared to obtain that informa-
tion and make it available at a later date.

Mr. Rodoreda: What coins are made
here now?

The TREASURER: Mostly pennies and
half-pennies, I think.

The Minister for Health: We should re-
tain our Mint, as we produce 5Q per cent.
of the gold of Australia.

Item, Swimming Pools—Assistance for,
£36,000.

Mr. POTTER: I would like to know
where these pools are situated, and whe-
ther they are in country areas. Members
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recently voted against & measure in this
Chamber and deprived us of one in the
metropolitan area.

The TREASURER: I have no desire to
enter any controversial angle of this
question, I would point out that the pol-
icy of the Government in connection with
swimming pools for country cenires is to
meet one-third of the total estimated cost
in each instance, with a maximum contri-
bhution by the Government in any one in-
stance of £10,000, In other words, if a
poel is estimated to cost £30,000, the Gov-
ernment provides £10,000; if it is esti-
mated to cost £21,000, the Government
provides £7,000; if it is estimated to cost
£60,000, the Government still provides
only the maximum contribution of £10,000.

Mr. Rodoreda: Would that go for the
Perth City Council, teo.

The TREASURER: No. I think for any
centre to qualify to receive this Govern-
ment grant the cenire has to be, if I re-
member rightly, at least 40 or 50 miles
from the coastline. We have assisted
quite a number of country centres already.
Pools are established and in operation at
Merredin, Narrogin and Cunderdin, Kat-
anning, of course, had one before this
policy came into operation. However, we
have recently assisted Katanning to install
some specially required equipment in its
pool, We have also, I think, assisted
Derby in the North-West, We are in the
process of assisting a very energetic com-
mittee at Northam; but unfortunately
the people there had a battle of the sites,
which went on for abouf three years.

Mr. Roherts: So long as they got some
consideration.

The TREASURER: I think members of
the Committee will understand something
of what that means. However, as I say,
the Government is following this policy;
and I am certain that members who
have seen any of these pools in operation
will agree they are a wonderful amenity
and a great asset, particularly in those
country towns which suffer a very hot
summer.

Hon. A. P. WATTS: I should like to
ask the Premier if it is now permissible
for the Government to assist in the im-
provement of existing swimming pools.

The TREASURER: I have to use the
only safe expression which a Treasurer
could use in reply to this question; that
is to say, each application is treated on
its merits.

Hon. A. P. Watts: It would not be re-
fused because it was only for improve-
ments?

The TREASURER: No.

Item, University of Western Australia—
additional grant including Chair of Educa-
tion- and Faculty of Dental Science,
£270,000.
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Mr. COURT: We are all well versed in
the reason for the increasing demands by
the university on the State. Buf we have
to lock to the future; and I was wonder-
ing whether the Treasurer could give an
indication of what the Government antici-
pates will be the demands on the Treasury,
not only this year but for several years
to come. I would also like some indication
as to whether the Government has given
or intends to give evidence before the
Commonwealth TUniversities Commission
which has been active in Western Austra-
lia in recent weeks, because there could,
as a result of that commission, he some
relief that the State might need in con-
nection with university education.

We cannot deny that the demand on
universities throughout Australia will in-
crease; and it is good that we should
anticipate what our demands are going
to be not only this year but for the next
few vears, and to know what assistance we
might expect from the Commonwealth
Government in respect of higher educa-
tion, particularly university education.

The TREASURER.:. The question of try-
ing to estimate, for some years ahead, the
amounts of money which the Government
might make avaliable to the university
would, I think, at this stage have
to be done on what could prove to be an
unreliable basis. I should, perhaps, add
that the views of any State Government
on the amount of money which the Gov-
ernment should make available to the
university from year to year, and the
views of some people at the university on
the same question, would be poles apart.

Mr, Court: You cannot blame them for
trying.

The TREASURER: That is so. The
whole set-up for providing finance for
Australian universities will probably be
substantially altered after the com-
mission which is now investigating our
universities has reported to the Common-
wealth Government. All the members of
that commission, except the chairman,
were in Western Australia some weeks ago.
Urifortunately, the chairman, because of
illness, was not able t¢ come here.

The chairman, as the guest of honour
of the Australian Broadcasting Commis-
sion, made a speech one Sunday night two
or three weeks ago. On the basis of that
speech, he and the members of his com-
mission will make strong recommendations
to the Commonwealth Government for jt
to make greatly increased sums of money
available to each of the universities in
Australia, As the Commonwealth Govern-
ment was responsible for setting up the
commission, I think that Government,
would, by and large, give effect to the
commission’s recommendations. There-
fore it would appear at this stage that
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the finhance for the universities in Aus-
tralia will be on a more certain and secure
footing in future years than it has been
in the past.

There is no doubt about the national
worth of the work carrled out in each
university; and therefore there would ap-
pear to be a national obligation to ensure
that adequate flnance is made available
to each university to enable it to make
a. worth-while contribution to the nation's
affairs. To that I add this qualification:
There would, in my opinion, require
to be a fairly strict supervision and con-
trol over the expenditure to be carried out
by each Australian university, after the
new system, as I think it will prove to
be, of financing the universities comes
into operation.

Mr. JOHNSON: On the subject of uni-
versities I want to make two comments.
The first is a purely accounting comment.
I feel that estimates such as this and
the one following—totalling £300,000,
roughly—should appear in the Estimates
related to education. T consider it is wrong
in principle that regular grants related
to a particular source of government
activity should appear under the heading,
“Miscellaneous Services.” To my mind the
Treasury Miscellaneous Services as a sec-
tion is a place in which the small grants
—benevolent grants and suchlike—that
are made by the Government for numerous
nurposes, should appear. But these items
which are or have become regular func-
tions of government should appear under
the appropriate heading.

I have said much the same sort of thing
on different occasions before; and I wish
to say again that the use of Treasury
Miscellaneous Services in this way is one.
method whereby peaple who try to follow
and understand Government accounts get
misled. People who look at the eduecation
vote do not realise the other funds that
are spent in this form on the university.

While the cynic can say that the uni-
versity is not education—and I think there
is & degree of truth in that-—there is
also a real degree of education taking place
at the university. Speaking on the subject
of university-level education, we are all
aware of statemenis in the Press during
the last six months or longer to the effect
that we in Australia, in common with other
English-speaking nations, are producing a
smaller proportion of experts at graduate
level in engineering and various sciences
including pure science,

We find that education at university
level is exceedingly expensive, and expen-
sive in out-turn of students. Furthermore,
we find that a great many of our hetter
students leave Western Australia and ap-
ply the benefits of their education in other
places.

It would be wise to plan now for the
establishment in Western Australia of a
university of technology, similar in form
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to that in New South Wales, to deal with
those subjects apart from the humanities.
The raising of the standard of acgeptance
of the technically trained is something we
have to watch, There appears to be
a feeling in relation to social welfare that
a person who has served a five-year ap-
prenticeship to a trade, such as plumbing
or carpentry, is less socially acceptable
than someone who has done a three-year
course at the university.

Mr. Court: D¢ you think that is so
today?

Mr. JOHNSON: Definitely.
Mr. Court: I think you are wrong.

Mr. JOHNSON: While the financial
rewards may not be completely out of
balance, there is no doubt as to the degree
of social acceptance; and we should ensure
that people who are as highly trained with
their hands as others may be in their
mental capacity should he equally accepted.

I therefore stress the necessity for a
university of technolagy in this State. The
Leederville Technical High School would
be a suitable place to commence with and
plans are available for extensions to it.
It has considerable workshops relating to
the huilding trade, and could be expanded
quickly and brought to a much higher
standard. The work done there now has a
great bearing on overseas relationships
as a large number of Colombo Plan
students and others from the countries
to our north do a 12-months’ course there
prior to entering the university.

It is of grave importance that we plan
the raising of the standard of our techni-
cal training, Discussions have taken place
between the instructional staff and the
heads of various sections of the building
employers regarding a diploma in building
which would be at least one year higher
in training qualifications than the current
accepted standard. This is a project which
should be expedited in all the technical
trades. Again I say that the universily
grant should come under the education
heading instead of that of the Treasury.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I wish to
refer to the Faculty of Dental Science
and the work done by the Dental Hospital
and the excellent work being done on be-
half of pensioners to whom it gives free
dental treatment. I believe the intention is
to extend that free treatment to country
areas by building clinies in large country
towns; but I think it would be better and
cheaper if the Treasurer would consider
subsidising private dental practitioners
rather than building these country clinies,
as the provision of c¢linics in even a dozen
country towns would not cater fully for
the pensioners who would still find it diffi-
cult to visit and live in those towns—

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I think the
hon. member is gétting away from the
item.

1959

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: As this is
not dealt with in the dental hospitals I
tried to isolate it on the Health Vote.
However, I urge the Premier fto consider
my suggestion.

Mr. COURT. Was the State called on to
give evidence or did it volunteer evidence-
before the Federal Universities Commis-
sion to show that it had come to the end
of its tether in financial assistance to the
university and did it use that as a reason
in support of further Commonwealth aid
for higher education? I believe the Cam-
monwealth will have to enter that field on
either the university or the technological
side as that is a field where it can ad-
vance money without intruding into the-
normal educational field.

The TREASURER.: Officers of the Gov-
ernment gave evidence before the com-
mission and I am satisfied that a case for
greater financial assistahce to the univer-
sity was adequately presented. I have had
personal talks on this question with the
ex-Under Treasurer of this State, who is
a member of that commission; and I am
sure members can feel confident that the
case for our university has been well and
faithfully presented to the commission.

Mr. COURT:. At present we have a
statutory grant to the university of
£250,000 which, together with this item of
£270,000, totals over £500,000. Has the
State represented to this commission that
it wants to be relieved of that financial
commitment to the university, with a view
to releasing that £500,000-0dd to the State?
I think the Treasurer would he sufficiently
optimistic to think he could salvage some-
thing out of the wreck if the Common--
wealth did take over that commitment, .
Did the Government represent to the com-
mission that the Commonwealth should
take over the existing State liability to the
unhiversity as well as the fast-increasing
future financial commitment?

The TREASURER.: The officers of the
Government who appeared stressed very
strongly the fact that finance from the
financial resources of the State could not -
continue to be provided in such large sums
in the future. The further point was
stressed that the Commonwealth should be
the authority to become responsible for the
financing of universities.

Furthermore, although it was not appro-
priate to this commission, there is a fairly
general feeling throughout the community
in this State, and probably in all States
of the Commonwealth, that the Common-
wealth should not only take over most of -
the financial responsibilities in connection
with universities, but should also take over -
a substantial proportion of the expenditure
required for the normal educational activi-
ties which are carried out through the
State Departments of Education.

Item, University of Western Australia— -
Medical School, £115,000.
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Mr. COURT: This item shows an esti-
mate of £115,000 as against an actual ex-
penditure of £45,000 last year. This
appears to me to be more than the amount
that was originally intended as the annual
commitment to the Medical School on the
part of the Government. Could the Treas-
urer indicate how much of this is non-
recurring expenditure—in other words,
part of the annual instalmentis on the
Government’s contribution te the capital
works—and how much is a contribution
to the actual operations of the Medical
School?

The TREASURER: The whole amount
provided for in this item is to assist in
meeting the cost of running the school;
there is nothing confained in this sum to-
wards the capital expenditure. The figure
which I have in mind as heing the one
to which the Government undertook to
make available at the time the appeal for
funds was launched in this State, was
£100,000. This amount is somewhat above
that figure. I will have a detailed exam-
ination made of the total figure to ascer-
tain whether there is included in it some
amount for special equipment which may
not be of a recurring nature.

Mr. Court: You are thinking of £100,000
as operating expenses.

The TREASURER: Yes.

Mr. Court: Didn't you intend to make a
capital sum of £150,000 available at £15,000
a yeatr?

The TREASURER: Yes: but that would
not be shown in these Estimates.

Mr. Court: Wouldn’t that have to come
out of revenue?

The TREASURER: I should think not.

Mr. Court: It is not capital expenditure
of the State; it is actually a contribution
vou are making to the university, I pre-
sume.

The TREASURER: I think the whole of
this amount is to be used in connection
with the running expenses of the Medical
School. However, I shall have inquiries
‘made to ascertain whether any of this
sum is for the purchase of equipment for
the Medical School, and which would not
be an item of recurring expenditure in
future years.

I should think that in this the initial
‘year a substantial sum could have been
expended, or might still have to be ex-
‘pended, for the purchase of speecial plant
or egquipment to enable the school to be
established and operated. To that extent,
of course, that proportion of the total
sum would not have to he met again next
-year, and I should think would not have
to be met again for many years to come.
However, I will obtain the details and make
them available.

Item, Bulk wheat installations, Lakes
‘District, Ravensthorpe and Yarramony
Eastwards—operating costs, £12,500.
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Mr. ACKLAND: I think this item repre-
sents the money which was provided for
by a previous Government when it instruc-
ted the bulkhandling company in this
State to build bins away from the existing
railway lines. Because of that it took
away some finaneial responsibility.

The Treasurer:

Mr. ACKLAND: Should we have a
normal season—and it could quite possibly
be a normal season—there will be many
bulkhandling facilities away from the
railways, and they will represent an amount
of 4,000,000 bushels. At a most conserva-
tive estimate it is anticipated that the
extra handling charges, as are provided
for in this item, for the other installations,
will represent 14d. a bushel or a total of
£25,000. The Government has been asked
its intentions; and I would like to know—
I realise that there is no provision made
there—whether the Government is finding
this money which it has promised over
a seven-year period top meet the extra ex-
penses incurred, more particularly with
railway freights. Does the Government

That is correct.

_under this heading intend to make some

provision for the 4,000,000 bushels of
wheat?

The TREASTURER: This item provides
for expenditure under an agreement be-
tween Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd.
and the Government, and it deals with
depots which have been established at
certain points for the receival of bulk
wheat. I am sure that some of them are
on what is known as the old Yarramony
Eastwards railway route, and I think some
are in the Newdegate-Lake Grace country.
The reason for the reduction in the total
item this year, as compared with last year,
is based upon an estimated lesser crop
this year, and therefore a lesser amount
of wheat being received into the bins.

As regards the other point raised by the
member for Moore, I would advise that
Co-operative Bulk Handling Lid. has made
representations to the Minister for Agri-
culture in regard fto the depots which
might have to be established by the com-
pany to receive wheat as a result of the
closing down of certain railway lines.
Those reports are in the process of being
investigated by appropriate officers, and
I should think that Cabinet would be in a
position, within the next two weeks, to
receive reports from the Government
officers concerned, and to make a decision
with as little delay as possible.

Item, Rail freight and fare concessions
—reimbursement to Railway Department
of cost of sundry concessions, £31,670.

Mr. ROBERTS: The vote last year was
£42,000, and the expenditure £29,067. This
yvear the estimate is £31,670, representing
an increase of £2,603. I would like the
Treasurer to explain the reason for this
and what the item actually covers.
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The TREASURER: The Railway De-
Dartment, as a result of Government de-
clsions on policy, carries certain com-
modities at concession rates. The Treasury
meets the difference between the normal
rail freiecht and the concessional rail
freight by making a payment to the Rail-
‘way Department. Some of the items on
‘which concession rates operate are man-
;ganese ore, pyrities ore, felspar and cloth-
ing where it is manufactured in country
clothing factories—and this would apply
to Bunbury and Albany, where there are
textile factories. ‘There may be other
items, too, on which concessional rates
would operate as a result of government
policy.

Mr. Court: It does not include salvage
such as scrap iron, ete,

The TREASURER: No. The main items
in question would be those I have men-
tioned.

Item, Rail freight concessions on export
erain stored at depots, £20,000.

Mr. ACKLAND: Does the figure of
£20,000 compared with £218,000 last year
represent the difference in freight when
through freight is charged and not two
freights as from Merredin and Cunderdin
to Midland Junction? Does the Treasurer
reasonably expect that £20,000 will be
needed this year? Because there will be
at least 40,000,000 bushels of storage
capacity in the course of this year, as it
is anticipated that there will only be about
2,000,000 bushels when the new season’s
wheat comes into store.

The TREASURER: The grant provided
this year is £172,000 less than that pro-
vided last year. That is brought about
mainly because last financial year two
season’s crops had to be transported; and
consequently special storages at Merredin
and Midland Junction in particular had
to be used; and this through freight con-
cession operated to the extent which is
shown in connection with last financial
year.

Whether the amount set out for this
year will be required is open to question.
From what I have heard I would think
that the whole of it would not be required,
because I believe there is every prospect
of all the wheat we can produce being
shipped very smartly. Some of it unfor-
tunately will be required in the Eastern
States; ahd some of it I believe will be
turned quickly into flour to be sent to
those countries that require flour from
Australia.

In view of the bad seasons the Eastern
States are suffering, they will obviously
not be able to provide the quanti-
ties of flour which the mills in those
States normally make available. There-
fore the demand on the flour mills in
Waestern Australia to supply overseas
countries will be greater this year than
it has been previously.

1961

The indications are that there will not
be much use made of the special storages
at Merredin and Midland Junction, How-
ever, we are all still hoping wvery much
for finishing rains which will ensure that
the wheat crop which is estimated at a
certain figure today will be greatly in-
creased before the finish of the season.
Whether even that would necessitate the
expenditure of the total amount shown
for through freight purposes, I would
not like to say. However, to the extent
that the total amount is not required,
the Government will receive some relief.

Item, Rent reductions prefabricated
houses—reimbursement to State Housing
Commission, £23,374.

Mr, WILD: Could the Treasurer tell us
to which prefabricated houses the item re-
fers; whether they are under the State
rental scheme; and how much per house
it works out at?

The TREASURER: The information I
have is to the effect that the Austrian
prefabricated houses were reduced in
rental 10s. per week, and the S8ims Cook
houses were reduced in rental by 5s. per
week. If the hon. member requires any
further detail, I suggest he obtain it from
the Minister for Housing when he is ex-
plaining the estimates of the State Hous-
ing Commission.

Mr. WILD: I think these houses are
under the Commonwealth-State rental
agreement.

The Treasurer: I think so.

Mr. WILD: Would it not be possible for
these tenants to obtain their rebates under
the Commonwealth-State rental agree-
ment? The Treasurer knows that the late
Mr. Chifley instituted the Commonwealth-
State rental agreement, and when he was
Prime Minister he said that no man should
pay more than one-fifth of his income
by way of rent. It would seem that the
State is paying this money when it could
get some reimbursement from the Com-
monwealth.

The TREASURER: The tenant receives
the benefit of the system in the normal
course of events. Even then the rental
the tenant would he ealled upon to pay
for a house of this kind is, in the opinion
of the Government, much higher than it
should have been, and consequently the
Government decided to reduce the rental
to the extent I have mentioned in relation
to the Austrian prefabricated and the
Sims Cook types of houses.

Item, Road transport—seasonal ser-
vices—grains and fertilisers and other
items as may be authorised, £22,740.

Hon. D, BRAND: This item together
with items 69 and 71, all relate to sub-
sidies on road transport. Will the Treas-
urer explain the difference between each
of those items, although I can under-
stand item %70, which is an amount of
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£82,700 to be paid as subsidy for road
transport in place of discontinued rail
services?

The TREASURER: Item 68 provides for
payments incurred by road transport of
grain and fertilisers. Item 69 deals with
road transport in relation to general
goods; whether a separate item was justi-
fied in this case, as against road trans-
port of fertilisers and grains, I cannot say.
Probably they could all have been included
under one item. Item 70 is more or less
self explanatory, Item 71 provides for a
subsidised read service on general goods
transported from various country centres
to the rail head. It is applicable to areasg
which are affected by the decision to sus-
pend certain rail services. It is a form
of road subsidy which will be decreased by
one-seventh each year after the first year
it comes into operation. To that extent
it relates to Items 68 ang 69.

Hon. D, BRAND: The latter point, that
the Government has decided to decrease
the subsidy by one-seventh in each year
over the next seven vears, is a matter of
really grave concern to the people who are
directly affected, ©One can visualise that
in seven years they will have to bear the
full cost of transporting goods from the
outhack areas in which they live. I would
point out that the Treasurer would readily
acknowledge that if farmers were to be en-
couwraged to remain in the outback and to
continue to produce primary producis in
fair competition, the Government should
review its decision to reduce the subsidy.
This subsidy can be considered as a pre-
mium for the people to remain in the out-
back, particularly if they were to have
reasonable water supplies. In fime water
could be made available to them. For the
sake of a few thousand pounds subsidy
which has been paid year in and year out,
and in view of the anticipated saving
from the discontinuance of rail services,
i ask the Treasurer to reconsider this
item.

The TREASURER: The Government
might be prepared to re-examine this
prroposal at a later date. However, at this
stage I would impress upon members the
fact that the Government cannot make
this sort of subsidy available, and cannot
carry out the thousand and one other
things which members of Parliament wish
the Government to carry out, unless the
Government has, first of all, in its posses-
sion the financial resources to do those
things.

Hon. D. Brand: That would apply to
all things, of course.

The TREASURER: It does indeed, I
might say that the Government did not
receive very much help, if any at all, dur=-
ing the last session of Parliament from
members on the opposite side of the Cham-
ber, when it was seeking to raise addi-
tioaal finance with which to carry on the
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normal services of the State, and to pro-
vide some of the additional requirements
which members on both gsides of the
Chamber have constantly requested of the
Government.

Hon, D, Brand: Is the £7,885 decrease
plus £1,350, the first instalment of the re-
duction in respect of this subsidy?

The TREASURER: I do not think so,
because in the first year in which it will
operate—being this fihancial year—the
subsidy will be paid in full.

Hon, A. F, Watts: It has been reducded
in the Lakes country.

Mr. PERKINS: I contemplated saying
something in respect of road subsidies
when speaking to the Transport Board
vote, but seeing that the items relating to
road subsidies have come under the Vote
of the Treasurer, I shall say something
about them now. The Transport Board
has called tenders for the cartage of grain
and superphosphate in certain areas
where rail services have been discon-
tinued, In the first year the Government
is to meet the whole of the increased costs,
but the subsidy is to be reduced by one-
seventh each' year. In those e¢ircum-
stances it will become more and more im-
portant for the residents in those districts
to receive as good a bargain as possible
with regard to the tenders called for road
transport.

In respect of sidings along the Lake
Grace-Hyden line, I have asked questions
about the successful tenderers. The
extraordinary position has arisen that a
contractor, named Shreeves, who has been
carting in the Lakes district and east of
Narembeen and who owns several trucks,
has heen given a portion of the cartage.
He has tendered oni the basis of 6id. per
ton mile, and 6d. per ton mile for the
hack-loading of super.

For some reasoen which is not clear to
me, the Transport Board has accepted a
tender from another contractor named
Munday, who has some farming interests
in the area and who does not own a truck
at the present time. His tender has been
accepted on the basis of 6id. per ton mile
for the cartage of grain, but it was stated
in reply to questions I asked, that it will
not be possible for that tenderer to back-
load superphosphate because of the type
of truck he is likely to own. In those cir-
cumstances, it should be apparent to the
Committee that the cost, which will have
to be met by someone in this instance, will
be greater than it need be, because if the
superphosphate to be carted is to cost an
extra d. per ton mile, while the Govern-
ment may meet it this year, in future
years an increasing portion of this charge
will fall on the local residents.

I am very much concerned about the
position indeed. I would have thought
that the Transport Board, in considering
tenders in these particular areas, would
have heen concerned to accept the most
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favourable tender possible. In this parti-
cular instance, it appears as though that
has not been done. As I say, if is perhaps
more & matter for the Minister for Trans-
port than the Treasurer at; this particular
stage, but seeing the item is before us. at
this juncture, ¥ thought it necessary to
bring- it before the notice of the Com-
mittee, I do, not expect: a detailed reply
from the Treasurer, bhecause it comes
within the administration of the Minister
for Transport, but I hope that the Treas-
urer will see that a full explanation—if he
has not the information at this stage—
will be given subsequently.

Hon. D. BRAND: Before the Treasurer
rises, I would like him to have a look at
the particular point which the Leader of
the Country Party made by interjection
that there has been a reduction of the
subsidy and advise us whether the two
items of £7,000 and £1,000 represent the
decrease already made.

The TREASURER: 1 think it was supg-
gested by the Leader of the Country Party
that a reduction has been made in the
Lakes country, where the subsidy has, I
think, been operating for several years.
That may be se, and T will have inguiries
made to ascertain the exact position in
regard to that point. I read with interest
the questions which the member for Roe
asked in connection with contracts already
let, I think by the Transport Boeard, and
I also read with Interest the answers, I
find it a bit difficult to understand and.
in fact, was not able to understand, why
a fruck which could cart wheat one way
could not cart super back.

Mr. Perkins:; I understand it was fitted
with a bulk bin.

The TREASURER: Even so, I am at a
loss to understand why super could not be
carted back in the truck, There might pos-
sibly be some difficulty about getting super
into the truck, but in these days of gadgets
for loading and unloading, I should
imagine it would not be difficult to get one
that would cheaply and easily overcome
the problem.

Mr. Roberts: It was probably okay for
bulk super.

The TREASURER: 1 cannot imagine
why it was not okay for hagged super.
However, I suppose the person concerned
would know his own business. Until the
point is proved to me, I will still continue
to wonder why a truck that can cart bulk
wheat in one direction cannot cart bagged
super in anocther direction.

Mr. Perkins: I hope you get the Minis-
ter for Transport to clean it up.

Item, National Parks Board, £17,500.

Mr. COURT: The National Parks Board's
vote is shown at £17,500 for last year; the
expenditure was 1dentical and the esti-
mate for this year is again £17,500. There
may be a very good reason for the con-
sistency of the figure. No doubt it is
tied up with some of the revenue the
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board gets from its, various enterprises,
which are not disclosed in the Estimates.
Without the Public Accounts, one canngot
ascertajn the positior, Whilst T am all
for the expenditure being kept dewn—and
it is good to see someone not making addi-
tional demands on the Treasurer—I would
like to know how the board manages to
majntain its standard of development and
maintenance out of its resources.

At the same time I have in mind areas
which are still kept within the control of
the National Parks Board for the sake of
convenience and nof because the hoard
particularly wants them. I refer to Craw-
ley Bay or Matilda Bay and would like to
know if any effort is being made to get
some lJocal authority in the vicinity, such
as the Nedlands Road Board, the Subiaco
City Council or the Perth City Council to
take the reserves over so it could get on
with the long term job of development,
rather than leave the matter a burden
on the National Parks Board.

The TREASURER: The amount pro-
vided in the Estimates is additional to that
which the board receives by way of revenue
from various sources. I quite agree with
the member for Nedlands that the board
does an exceedingly good job and the
members of the board are entitled to con-
siderable credit because of the work they
carry out. They have effected some very
big improvements in several directions and
are carrying out what must bhe admitted
to be a very progressive policy.

Naturally the Government is not in a
position to increase the amounts from
year to year which can be paid from the
Treasury to the board, no matter how de-
sirable it might be, in theory at any rate,
for that to be done. I am not in a posi-
tion to answer the last question which the
member for Nedlands put to me as to
whether the hoard would be prepared to
hand over the areag which it now controls
t0 local authorities in particular districts
in order to give local authorities an oppor-
tunity to carry out a long range policy of
improvement and beautification,

Mr, Court: I realise that query should
have been addressed to the Minister for
Lands later on,

Item, King’s Park Board, £9,000.

Mr, I. W. MANNING: When the debate
on the King’s Park proposal iocok place
recently, I was absent from the House
through sickness and did nof have ar
opportunity of expressing an opinion. It is
not my desire at this stage to say any-
thing about olympic pools, but I am inter-
ested in the item which indicates there
has been an increase of £500 allocated to
the King’s Park Board. I shall be pleased
if the Treasurer will indicate the purbose
of the proposed expenditure of the money
itemised here.

The Minister for Transport:

Aguatic
centre,
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Mr. I. W. MANNING: I would be very
pleased if some attempt was made to clean
up that portion of King’s Park—

Hon. D. Brand: Where they were going
to put the pool.

The Minister for Lands:
acres.

Mr. I. W. MANNING: —which joins
Thomas-st, King’s Park locks attractive
from King’s Park-rd., with its line of
peppermint trees, and I see no reason why
the King’s Park Board should not make
the Thomas-st. side of the park more
attractive than it is. With the use of
natural trees, I believe the King’s Park
Board could make considerable improve-
ments to that portion of the park. I offer
some criticism of the Subiaco City Council
which, I believe, is responsible for the road
alongside the park. ‘The side of the road
remote from the park looks attractive, but
not the side adjacent to Kings Park.

The King’s Park Board in its desire to
tidy up the park has done a lot of work
which I believe is not necessary, such as
chopping off dead limhs and cutting down
trees. We find dead trees and dead limbs
on trees in the natural bush. The veldt
grass is confined to within half a chain
of the paths and roads. 1 believe much
of it could be cleaned out by the use of a
flame-thrower which we have seen used
extensively in the irrigation areas for the
clearing of channels.

The Minister for Lands: It does not
kill it; the grass grows higher than ever
after a fire. It has been tried.

Mr. I. W. MANNING: A Rame-thrower
has not been used. The grass could he
burned off several times a year. The burn-
ing would have no effect on the native
flora because the bush quickly recovers.
I have had considerable experience of this
type of country. The veldt grass can be
conftrolled only by some method that does
not disturb the soil, and that can only
be burning. A flame-thrower could be ex-
perimented with.

The Minister for Lands:
all the trees.

Mr. I. W. MANNING: How could we
kill a tree with a flame-thrower?

The Minister for Lands: You would set
in motion such a fire that yvou would do
a terrific amount of harm.

Mr. I. W. MANNING: The Minister
apparently has not had much experience
with land of this nature. I have lived all
my life in that type of bush.

The Minister for Lands: How are you
going to control a fire started by a flame-
thrower?

Mr. I. W. MANNING: If the grass is
burned while it is green, it can be killed.
If we wait until it becomes dry, there is
a tremendous fire hazard and we achieve
nothing because the seed comes up again.

It was only 20

It would kill
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Mr. Potter: You would burn the orchids.

Mr. I. W. MANNING: Another sugges-
tion I advance is that the board make as
much use as possible of the native trees:
along the roadways. The peppermint trees,
when in flower, are attractive and offer
something that ne ornamental tree can.
I have a high opinion of the wark that

. the King’s Park Board has done in Fraser

Avenue and up near the War Memorial, T
would be pleased if the Treasurer would
indicate the purpose for which the £9,000
is to he used.

The TREASURER: This sum is made:
available to assist the board to carry out.
maintenance and improvement work at
King’s Park. 1 will arrange for the sug-
gestions which the hon, member has made
to be transmitted to the King's Park Board.
throueh the member for West Perth, who
happens to be Acting Chairman of Com-
mittes at the moment and is also a mem-
her of the King's Park Board.

Item, Exchange on overseas
payments, £290,000.

Mr, COURT: This item shows a decrease
of £4,060 compared with the expenditure
during the previous year. On my calcula-
tions it should be down approximately
£15,000 because of the reduced overseas
commitment for interest on overseas loans.
However, it could be that the fall of the
amounts is such that the actual exchange
demand for this year does not reflect the
complete ultimate saving. On the other
hand, there might be some other reason.

The TREASURER: The explanation I
have is quite short. This item provides
sterling exchange at 253 per cent. required
for the payment of interest on the State’s
debt in London, and it alse provides dollar
exchange above par rates for the payment
of interest in New York. I am not sure
whether the member for Nedlands took
into consideration the fact that some in-
terest has to be pald in dollars in New
York.

Mr. COURT: I made my calculation on
what I thought was a fairly good average
because this is not the first year that we
have had New York exchange. I felt that
while there might be a rise this year, it
would not be much when taken out as an
average. However, the Treasurer ap-
parently has not the information there to
show the difference.

Item: Gold-stealing deteetion—contribu-
tion to Chamher of Mines, £304,

Mr. WILD: Why has the contribution
to the Chamber of Mines decreased this
year, as shown?

The TREASURER: The Chamber of
Mines pays the whole cost of the Police
Gold Stealing Detection Branch. Stolen
gold, when recovered, can rarely be identi-
fled as belonging to a particular mine and

interest.
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the value is therefore paid into revenue,
which almost causes me to say that there
should be more of it.

Mr. Ross Huichinson: More stealing to
get you more revenue!

The TREASURER: This item represents
a repayment of half the proceeds of stolen
gold, so paid to revenue, to the Chamber
of Mines in consideration of this ex-
penditure it has outlayed on the Gold
Stealing Detection Branch.

Item, Passenger shelter sheds-—contri-
bution towards cost of erection, £4,200,

Hon. D. BRAND: Did I not understand
that the contribution was to be paid from
another department, rather than through
the Treasury?

The TREASURER: The payment pro-
vided here is to encourage the erection of
suburban bus shelter sheds. The Govern-
ment provides half the cost and the
suburban local authority pays the other
half. The Minister for Transport informs
me that commitments regarding these
shelters were entered into before the -leg-
islation was approved by Parliament, so
presurnably this item will not recur.

Mr. ROBERTS: Does this cover only
routes where Government transport oper-
ates and, if not, why is an allocation not
made to country areas where passenger
services operate?

The TREASURER: I do not think the
question of applying this system to coun-
try areas has ever heen represented to the
Government and therefore it has not been
considered or decided. Should any coun-
try local authority approach the Govern-
ment regarding shelter sheds for bus
passengers, the matter could be repre-
sented to the Transport Board for con-
sideration. My impression is that most
country people prefer to get on with the
job themselves in maitters of this sort.

Item, Rural Bank—recoup of cost of
agministering Government agency section,
£20,000. .

Mr. PERKINS: Is this merely an alloca-
tion to cover administration charges, or is
it to cover losses that have been incurred
in the agency section? Members who were
here when the legislation setting up the
Rural & Industries Bank was introduced,
will recall that it was explained that it
was contemplated that certain business not
of an ordinary commmercial banking nature
would be handled through the agency sec-
tion and that any losses incurred would be
met by the Treasury. If that is not cov-
ered here, how are such losses, if in-
curred, covered?

The TREASURER: Under this item, the
Treasury pays to the R. & I. Bank the
cost incurred by it in administering old
accounts of the Agricultural Bank. On
the establishment of the present bank, the
new commissioners considered these ac-
counts not good banking risks and they
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were no{ prepared to take them over as
R. & 1. Bank accounts and the Treasury
had to continue to carry responsibility
for them. They are, in effect, Treasury
accounts but for simplicity of operation
the R. & I. Bank becomes the agency of
the Treasury and operates these accounts
for it.

Mr. Perkins: Could this item cover losses
on those accounts also?

The TREASURER: No, I understand
the whole of this item is payment to the
R. & I. Bank by the Treasury of costs in-
curred by the bank in looking after these
accounts. Presumahbly, if losses occurred
in those accounts, they would have to be
met separately by the Treasury.

Item, State Building Supplies—recoup of
losses, £50,000,

Mr. WILD: There has been an amal-
gamation of the State Brick Works and
the State Saw Mills and it is inconceivable
thaf the sawmills would have shown a loss
last year. Could the Treasurer indicate
how much the State Brick Works lost,
which, I take it, must be all this and more.

The TREASURER: I have not the de-
tailed figures available, but my impression
is that the State Saw Mills did lose a fair
amount of money last financial year, and
are expected to lose a fair amount during
the current financial year. From mem-
ory, I would say that the losses suffered by
the State Saw Mills would have been as
great as, if not greater than the losses
suffered by the State Brick Works. These
losses developed, I think, largely because
of the recessien in the building industry
which started some two years or sg ago.
As a result of that recession the demand
for timber fell off very substantially for
a time, just as the demand for bricks and
other building materials fell off in the
same period. Fortunately, the demand for
bricks has increased quite substantially in
the last few months., However, the same
improvement in the demand for timber
has not occurred, although there has been
some slightly increased demand.

The interstate demand for timber fell
away quite considerably during the last
year or two mainly because large quanti-
ties of timber were brought into Australia
from other countries of the world. This
situation disturbed very greatly the tim-
ber-producing interests in all parts of Aus-
tralia, so much so that those producers a
few months ago put up a case to the Tariff
Board asking it to recommend to the Com-
monwealth Government that some restric-
tion, if not a total prohibition, should be
placed upon these rapidly growing imports
of timber from overseas countries,

Mr. Perkins; The demand for beer must
have improved because I see you are hot
estimating for a loss on the State hotels
this year.

The TREASURER: As far as I am
aware, the Tariff Board has not vet put
forward any recommendations in this mat-
ter to the Commonwealth Government.
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However, there can be no doubt that :the
timber industry generally in all States of
Australia suffered a fairly severe blow
because of the importation of these large
quantities of timber from overseas, most
of which came from Malaya.

Mr. WILD: The Treasurer really -needs
to have a good look at the position with
regard to this item, because there
seems to be something radically wroneg.
We know there has been a recession in the
timber industry, and that it has not re-
covered. 'The State Building Supplies
is committing itself to rebuilding
part of the Pemberton mill, and I under-
stand that work is expected f{o start
within two or three weeks; yet the yard
at Carlisle is choc-a-block with timber.

Hon. D. Brand: I think it would have
a monopoly on CGovernment business.

Mr. WILD: Yes, I am far from safis-
fied with the answers I received to ques-
tions asked about the brickworks at
Armadale. People have told me that
within the last two or three weeks they
have tried to place orders for State bricks
and have been told they will have to wait
eight months for them. In answers to
questions I was informed that substantial
losses were incurred while working to full
capacity in 1954-55 and 1955-56. They
were working to full capacity with brand
new plant and still suffered losses. I
think it wants looking into.

The TREASURER: I do not think it is
correct to say that these cohcerns were
working to full capacity in the last year
or twao.

Mr. Wild: That was the answer I re-
ceived.

The TREASURER.: That might apply in
regard to Armadale brickworks but not
Byford. If I remember rightly, some men
were retrenched at these works last
Christmas.

Mr, Wild: Wire cuts at Armadale, I
think.

The TREASURER: The brickworks at
Armadale may be paying; but they are a
part of the State Brick Works as a whole,
and the losses which were incurred at
Byford might have more than counter-
balanced any profit made at Armadale. I
am not aware of the details, but that
might have been the position.

As regards the State Saw Mills, the
Government has been giving serious con-
sideration to the position of the sawmill-
ing industry as the Government operates
it, and also to the position generally
within the State. We set up a Special
Cabinet sub-committee thoroughly to in-
vestigate the operations of the State Saw
Mills and fo devise recommendations that
could be considered by Cabinet. Some of
those recommendations came forward re-
cently and were considered and approved
by Cabinet.

date, as soon as practicable,
that as a result .of these moves the finan-
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‘Hon. D. Brand: Were they recommenda-
tions to sell them?

The TREASURER: Those recommenda-
tions -will be put into operation, scme of
them immediately and others ot a later
It is hoped

cial position of the State Saw Mills will
be improved; and I should hope that
within a few months, with the additional
trade that should come to hand because
of the continued growth of the State, the
saw mills will once again be able to bal-
ance the budget. Over the years they have
paid a considerable sum of money into
the Consolidated Revenue Fund, and it
will be a good thing when that situation
develops again.

Item, War service land settlement
scheme—State's share of losses, £60,000.

Mr. ROBERTS: I notice that the State’s
share will increase this year by £10,000.
Will the Treasurer inform us of the
reasons for it?

The TREASURER: I think members
know the Commonwealth provides the
finance necessary to put these schemes in-
to operation. However, where the total
cost of acquiring, developing and improv-
ing land is in excess of the valuation, the
State is called upon to bear two-fifths of
the excess of the cost over the valuation.
The war service land settlement schemes
in Western Ausiraliz have been carried
cut from year to year, and I think there
is still some developmental work going
on—if not, operations in that direction
were completed only fairly recently.

Assessments are tade from time to
time of the losses which have been in-
curred; and when these assessments have
been finalised, the State and Common-
wealth authorities together work out the
detailed loss which has been suffered. The
State is then called upon, under the terms
of the sgreement, to make good its pro-
portion of the loss, and the figure shown
in the Estimates is the amount which has
been worked out as being the loss whieh
the State Government will have to meet
during the current financial year.

Mr, Court: That is the progressive
figure,

The TREASURER: Yes,

Hon. A. F. WATTS: I think the Treas-
urer will agree that the amount of this
itern is likely to increase in future years.
Under the 1945 agreement it was arranged
that the Sitate should bear two-fifths of
the losses incurred. The valuations, how-
ever, have to take some recognition of the
fact of what the property would produce
taking into consideralion reasonable as-
sessment of product prices. Therefore, as
the standard desired is one thaf is more
or less equal over all the properties, the
greater the ecapital cost the more likeli-
hood there is of there being a greater
capital reduction in the future than in
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the past, because product prices will not
rise under that calculation. This is par-
ticularly so as the full effect of the fotal
project areas developed by the State and
Commonwealth in virginal conditions has
not yet been fully appreciated.

It is quite clear, and the Treasurer might
agree, that some of those properties for
one reason or another have been developed
at costs considerably greater than were
anticipated. In consequence, when the
final assessment of the valuations is made,
the chances of writing off having to be
more considerable are by no means remote.
Both the State and the Commonwealth
knew what the obligations would be; and
it was felt that no settler should be placed
on a property from which he could not
make a reasonable living. I would not be
surprised if the amount increased to
£100,000 or more when the final analysis
is made.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: A good
deal of what the Leader of the Country
Party has said is true regarding assess-
ments and agreements hetween the Com-
monwealth and State. Losses that have
to be incurred by the States, are largely
composed of those surplus farms, particu-
larly the tohacco farms that have been
abandoned and which had to be sold under
cost. I think most of the moneys pro-
vided in this year's Estimates will be
covered to a large exfent in that type of
property. Writing down has certainly
not been necessary in the case of wheat
and sheep properties; because, as I have
been signing the documents of lease over
the last two years it has been clear that
in the sheep and wheat areas there has
been an equity in nearly every case,

Hon. A. F. Watts: Most of the repur-
-chased properties will be okay.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Even in
the project areas there is an equity. FPhe
only case where it may develop is in the
dairying areas—and even that is not
certain—where large sums of money have
been spent in the heavily timbered dis-
tricts. At the moment I would say that
the losses referred to and which were
horne by the State Government are largely
in regard to the sale of properties.

Vote put and passed.

Vole—Child Welfare and Outdoor Relief,
£575,156.

Mr. WILD: I am sorry that the Treas-
urer is not in his seat, because I would
like to say a word or itwo about child
deliquency in Western Australia, with par-
ticular reference to the manner in which
the Government is tackling the problem.
I realise that the problem is a very diffi-
cult one. No matter how much thought
one gives to it, it is not easy to find an
answer as to how to handle it.

Some two or three years ago I had words
with the Treasurer concerning his attitude
ih taking away from the Salvation Army
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home at Gosnells its right to look after
child delinquents. They were removed to
the Church of England home at Stoneville,
I do not wish to be critical of that organisa-
tion; but we must face up to the fact that
a number of these boys have been break-
ing away from Stoneville. They have been
doing so, 1 think, faster than the Treasurer
had anticipated. I urge the Treasurer to
give some consideration to this matter.

I am certain that the only pecple com-
petent to handle these children are church
organisations, whether they be Church of
England, Salvation Army, Reman Catho-
lies, or anybody else. These church
organisations devote their lives to this
service, and in most cases they are grossly
underpaid. They do not receive an award
rate. I think it is fair to say that any-
thing they do is for the betterment of the
people of the country. I understand that
this year the Government is going to es-
tablish another deliquent home for those
whom we might call the more hardened
criminals among the boys.

The Treasurer: Not criminals.

Mr. WILD: They have been breaking
out of Stoneville at an amazing rate; and
I am certain that the Treasurer has noted
the expressions of opinion by the chil-
dren’s magistrate in certain cases. In one
case he sald that had the boy been a few
days older he would probably have ap-
peared before the Supreme Court and done
three or five years at Fremantle. The
Government is not doing right in hand-
ling this matter itself; it can only be
handled efficiently by the church author-
ities, We do not know how much is going
to be spent.

A vast sum of money has heen allocated
for the care of child delinquents. I am
certain that it would be more wisely spent
if so many thousand pounds were given
to each religious denomination to look
after the children in those denominations.
On the very many occasions that I visited
the Salvation Army Home for Boys at
Gosnells, I realised more and more how
much those in charge had the interests of
the children at heart. I would point out
that that home did not receive sufficient
money to enable the situation to he
handled properly.

Yet when those boys were taken over by
a branch of the Swan Orphanage at Stone-
ville, that institution received a large sum
from the Government in the way of assist-
ance. We know that the more hardened
of child delinguents will in future be cared
for by a special home to be provided by
the Government. I realise that the Treas-
urer, as Minister for Child Welfare, has
a great interest in these boys. No doubt
he will agree that no party is better suited
than the churches to look after child
delinquents, I would appeal to him to
reconsider this matter,

Many of us will be visiting Bindoon next
Sunday. That is a home for boys run by
the Roman Catholic Church. We will he
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able to see the marvellous way in which
boys in that home are looked after. If
the Government were to allocate the money
it now spends on child delinquency, to
homes like Bindoon, more would be done
for the boys;, they would have a greater
opportunity to be rehabilitated.

Mr. Petersen, who is in charge of Stone-
ville, expressed the same opinion as the
officer in charge of the Salvation Army
Home af Gosnells, namely, that 50
per cent. of the trouble with these
boys resulted from brgken homes.
That being the case, would it not
be better for the churches +to take
on the responsibility of rehabilitating the
boys? In the past they have looked after
the boys, cbtained employment for them,
and followed their careers through life.
Unfortunately when these boys are handled
by a Government institution, with all due
respect to the officers concerned, they do
ot seem to take the same outlook to-
‘wards the boys as the churches,

Mr. W. A. MANNING: Child delinquency
is one of the major problems in this State
at present. I have extracted some figures
concerning juvenile offenders which are
illuminating. Although attempts have
bheen made to control child delinquency and
to assist the delinquents in various ways,
the number of offenders is increasing.

With regard to the offence of stealing,
the number rose from 875 in 1954 to 1,110
in 1856. The number of those involved in
breaking, entering and stealing fell from
492 in 1954 to 473 in 1956. The number
of those unlawfully assuming control of
motor-vehieles rose from 155 in 1954 to 314
in 1956, Examining the number of juvenile
offenders per 1,600 of population, we find
the amazing fact that whereas in 1853
it w_‘?s 41 per 1,000, in 1956 it rose
to 6.7.

Those figures reveal to us that some-
thing needs to be done. I am not able to
say what could be done: but it seems to
me that a different system from the exist-
ing one has to be used. Delinquent boys
can be helped by being placed in homely
surroundings which are not available in
institutions. I have spoken to quite a
number of bhoys from such homes, and
found that some have been rehabilitated
entirely; but others with a very hard back-
ground have not been so successfully re-
habilitated. The Iatter have mixed up
with eriminals; and their parents, if still
alive, did not care what they did. There
is no way to deal with those hoys.

There was one instance recently of a lad
who escaped from the Stoneville home.
He appeared bhefore the Children’'s Court,
and the punishment was to be sent back to
Stoneville. In fact, it was no punishment
at all. I am not able to say whether these
boys are in need of physical punishment.
If a lad runs away from an institution,
there must be some method to deal with
the situation.
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If the institution from which he runs
away is not helping him—which seems to
be obvious—and if he esgapes over and
over again, we should try to find out why
the institution is not able to help him.
If it is not carrying out its functions pro-
%Jerly, what is the good of sending bhoys
o it?

I am putting up the problems, but I
cannot give all the answers., I am em-
phasising the situation because I realise
the great need for better care of child
delinquents. Some inquiry should be made
into the action of the court and the child
welfare officers and the present method
of dealing with this problem. They must
have ideas; hut are they ahle to imple-
ment them?

There is an increase in the vote this
year; but although the Government has
been trying to assist to a greater extent,
we find a terrific rise in the number of
juvenile offenders per 1,000 head of popu-
lation. We should tackle this prablem
urgently. We should find out what is the
best method to deal with them. We may
have to try to find out the reason for child
delinquency. If we are able to get to the
root cause, we may be ahle to find the
answers.

Mr., HALL: The member for Narrogin
has hit the nail on the head. The need
is to find the root cause of the problem.
We might be more successful if we were
to tackle this problem at the homes of
child delinquents. Welfare officers could do
maore to assist by policing the homeas of
such boys with a view to preventing rather
than curing deliquency. The Government
could make greater use of the financs by
making greater use of recreational facili-
ties for delinquents; by providing organised
sport and the necessary instructors to give
the boys a better outlook. There is no
doubt that the churches do very good work
in this regard; but that is merely to shut
the gate after the horse has bolted.

Another point I wish to make is that
periodical visits should be made, particu-
larly in country areas, by policewomen.
The fact that they went to a district would
prevent many things from happening in
it., I commend the suggestion that this
problem he attacked from the recreational
side firstly; and if the Government makes
the finance available, results will he
achieved.

The TREASURER: Often we regard
this problem as being far more serious
than, in fact, it is. In saying that, I do
not want in any shape or form to under-
rate the seriousness of the problem.
Young people today, by and large, are
probably better than young people have
ever been. When we read about their
having committed this offence or some
other offence we are inclined—some of us,
at any rate—to feel that youneg people
are on the downward grade.
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It reminds me somewhat of the situa-
‘tion which we sometimes see in the streets,
when a drunk, or two drunks or three
drunks, happen to be arcund. We notice
those who are drunk and not those who
are sober, Consequently we are easily
misled into the thought, if we are. not
careful, that the community is going to
the dogs; that the community is a drunken
one. The fellow who is drunk, of course,
strikes our eye and impresses us, while
the person who is sober does not do so
hecause he is one of the great majority
who are normally doing the right thing.
So I think it is with these juvenile delin-
quents.

We become quite concerned and worried
about the youth who is delinquent, and do
not give half enough notice to the far
greater number of young people who are
not delinquents—who are normal boys and
normal girls—and who do great things in
the eommunity in organising themselves
together for sport and for various other
‘purposes, and lead really constructive
lives. I think we should do our utmost
to maintain a2 balanced outlook about
these things.

It is true that the number of delinguent
young people is increasing from year to
‘year. Whether that is something to panic
about, I am not sure. I think I said in this
Parliament on a previous occasion when
this matter was being debated that many
young people appear to be brought before
the courts these days for deing things
‘'which were not regarded nearly as seri-
ously when I was a boy.

Hon. D. Brand: Fer what reason?

The TREASURER: Whether the police
these days are more strict, I do not know.
T think probably some of them are. In my
‘boyhood days the local policeman used to
give us a bit of a lecture and had a word
with our parents.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: You always were
Tueky.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Didn't you play
knick-knock?

The TREASURER: In these days I
think some policemen, particularly in the
city or metropolitan area, feel that the
thing to do is to arrest the children and
‘have them brought hefore the Children’s
Court, and if the magistrate thinks it
‘necessary, for punishment—

Mr. Court: Parents did a bit of rough

Jjustice themselves in those days, and
saved the police quite a bit of work.
The TREASURER: They did indeed.

“There are other factors in these days
which did not exist years ago to cause
more delinquency to take place. For in-
stance, in these days we have the motor-
car, which is a mighty attraction t{o some
young people. It is not any desire to steal
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a thing or to do anything of a criminal
character; it is a spirit of adventure on
the part of young people who want to
get behind the wheel of a powerful vehicle
and go for a spin and try themselves out.
Therefore, in these days some Yyoung
people exercise their spirit of adventure
by stealing motorcars. In our day there
were no motorcars to be stolen; we had
to exercise our spirit of adventure in other
ways, I think the member for Cottesloe
mentioned one of the ways a moment ago.

Mr. Ross Huitchinson: There were more
fruit trees in various gardens,

The TREASURER: There were indeed.
I think we have to realise we are in a
different age—a highly mechanised age—
when the motorcar has g tremendous
attraction for young people. I think an-
other factor is the laxity in many in-
stances of parental control. For instance,
in the young days of the member for Fre-
mantle and myself drinking among women
was practically unknown.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: And smoking,

The TREASURER: The women who
drank beer or spirits in those days were
regarded as being uiterly damned and
doomed, and consequently it was only one
woman perhaps in 10,000 who was a par-
taker of strong drink. However, in these
days a great many women, including
mothers of young children, have acquired
the habit of drinking liguor—heer and so
on—and no doubt in the scheme of things
that all tends to cause a relaxation of
adequate parental control over the young
pecple,

I think we know, too, that many parents
these days—a good many, anyhow—seek
their own enjoyments, together or apart
as the cireumstances might be, and leave
the young people to more or less battle
for themselves, particularly at night-time.
We know, too, that the general thing
these days is for youhg people to have
more freedom and more money to spend.
Censequently, the opportunities for get-
ting into trouble are much greater than in
previous years. Xowever, in spite of these
things. I say, as I did in the beginning,
that our young pecple are & highly credit-
able group.

It is true that the church organisations
carry out a wonderful amount of effective
work in connection with young people of
a delinquent character who have been
committed to their care. However, there
are in many of these groups a percentage
of young fellows who are really tough.
There are various reasons why some of
them do become tough. Lack of parental
control is one reason. The desire to be
really bhig fellows—tough fellows &s it
were—is another reason.

This idea could easily be picked up from
some of the films, even from some of the
radio presentations, and could easily be
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picked up from some of the comic publica-
tions which are available these days. The
Government has been quite satisfied, gen-
erally speaking, with what the church
organisations have been able to achieve
with the delinquent boys who have been
sent to them. However, there is this core
of tough lads who cannot be cared for
by these organisations. They just make
their own rules and treat with contempt—
and worse sometimes—those who are in
charge of them, those who are trying to
help them. Therefore the Governmeni has
decided that it is necessary to establish
what is departmentally called a closed
reformatory, for the purpose of ensuring
that these tough fellows will be kept under
control and constant supervision.

It is not intended to keep them under
lock and key in the sense that they will
not be rehabilitated if it is huymanly pos-
sible to achieve that result. The intention
is to train them in trades and callings,
and to try fo create in them by that
method a new interest in life; in other
words, to try to change their destructive
outlock and attitude into one of construc-
tiveness. I would think that there is not
a much bhetter appeal than that to make
to them, particularly when it will be made
in a practical way. I am sure that the
church organisations to whom the member
for Dale referred will be very pleased to
have taken away from them the responsi-
hility of caring for this type of lad.

Hon. A. F. Watts: Who will run the
closed reformatory?

The TREASURER: It is to be con-
structed by the Government and manned
by specially trained officers who themselves
will be capable of teaching these boys
trades and callings and, in addition, of
understanding the present undesirable ocut-
look and attitude which fhey have de-
veloped. In other words, these officers
will be practical psychologists—for want
of a better term—and at the same time
men qualified to train these tough lads
in sensible and constructive trades and
callings.

In addition, the Child Welfare Depart-
ment, in recent weeks, with the co-opera-
tion of the Department of the Army, the
Education Department, and other organi-
sations, has been able to establish night
classes for these tougher lads—night
classes for physical exercises, and so on;
and the praclice which is followed is not
only to have these lads coming along regu-
larly but also to have their parents—
where there are parents—in attendance at
least once in each week. In addition to
the classes which are carried out in this
way, other activities are operated in rela-
tion to these types of hoys.

They are somelimes given a special trip
to the ocean where the Navy people co-
operate; and it is hoped later on to enlist
the interest of the Air Force and similar
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organisations for the purpose of trying fo
awaken in these lads an ambition of a
worth-while character; to try to develop
within them some attitude which would be
constructive; and to cause them to realise
that there are plenty of opportunities in
the community—worth-while opportunities
—for the ecarrying out of good work and
sensible pbehaviour, and so on,

It is my firm conviction that in most,
if not all, of even the tough lads, there
is the right chord, if someone could only
find a way of striking it; and the energies
of the chief officers of the Child Welfare
Department are being used along those
lines.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I think that the
fact that that chord has not been struck
in earlier years, is due almost entirely to
the large classes with which teachers have
had to cope.

The TREASURER: That could be. I
think that would open up a very large
question for discussion, and one which
could not be dealt with adequately between
now, and, say, 1 am. tomorrow—which
could be all the time we had available
during this current sitting!

However, I thank those who have spoken,
for the comments which they have offered.
I think the establishment of this closed
reformatory—and “reformatory' is a name
1 do not like; I hope we will be able
to find a more appropriate one prior to
its commencing to function—will, when it
does function, provide for that lad, who,
at his present age and stage of develop-
ment, cannot be eared for by the church
organisations within their institutions.
Not only can they not care for him; but
it is not, I think, advisable for them even
to try to care for him, because his presence
in their institutions has a very bad effect
upon the lad who is there, and who is
not, as it were, a hard, tough or incorri-
gible—or more or less incorrigible—de-
linquent.

I think the church organisations will he
very happy indeed when this establish-
ment is constructed and in operation, be-
cause it will obviate the necessity for this
type of lad going into the church institu-
tions and thereby give the men and women
in charge of those institutions a far better
opportunity to do a much better job with
the milder delinquents for whom the
church institutions are well equipped to
cater. I should hope that when this new
system has been in operation for a wvear
or two the wisdom of establishing it and
operating it will have proved itself beyond
any further possible argument.

Item, ouftdoor relief including services
and grants, ete., incidental thereto, £73,500.

Mr., COURT: The vote last year for
thisitem was £125,950, and the expenditure
was £199,694. The estimate this year is
£93,500. Reference to Item 5—Unemploy-
ment Relief—will reveal that the figures



[8 October, 1957.]

last year were nil, because the actual ex-
penditure for last year was included in the
figure in Item 2 of £199,694. This year
the estimate for unemployment relief is
£186,100. Can the Treasurer give us the
amount which is included in the expendi-
ture for 1956-57 under Item 2, but which,
in fact, was unemployment relief; and
also indicate why that item has to be dealt
with under the Child Welfare Vote when
presumably it would not be a straight-out
child welfare matter and distorts the total
figure shown for the Child Welfare Depart-
ment?

Hon. A. F. Watts: That is the relic of
a former greatness.

The TREASURER: I am not able, off-
hand, to give the amount which was pald
out by the department last financial year
as unemployment relief, but I imagine it
would have reached somewhere near the
£100,000 mark. When the Government
decided to make some financial assistance
available to unemployed people, it was de-
cided to make it available through the
Child Welfare Department because that
was the only department already in exist-
ence which possessed an experienced in-
vestigation section.

The Leader of the Counfry Party re-
ferred to this method as being a relic of
former days. It is true that the Child
Welfare Department has always dealt with
the unemployed person who was unem-
ployed because of sickness, or some special
reason, and nof hecause there was no job
available even though he was fit and ready
to take on any employment offering.

Had the Government not operated this
system of special assistance through the
Child Welfare Department, it would have
become necessary to set up a new depart-
ment to do the work, and the Government
naturally was not anxious to set up any
new department. We have been able to
carry out the investigation work and the
payment of the claims, where they were
approved, through the Child Welfare De-
partment without ineurring for admini-
strative work additional expense of any
consequence, In the circumstances, that
was highly desirable.

I understand that as a result of the new
Commonwealth Budget, additional pay-
ments will be made to all or moest of the
people who are benefiting at present
through the Child Welfare Department.
The State Government will in the near
future have a look at the new situation to
ascertain whether the whole of the assist-
ance which it now gives as special help
should centinue to be made available, and
if not, what lesser amount will be fair
and reasonable,.

Vote put and passed.
Progress reported.

. House adjourned at 11.3 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT tock the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.
ASSENT TO BILLS

Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the following
Bills:—

1, Nurses Registration Act Amendment,
2, Stipendiary Magistrates.

, Honey Pool Act Amendment.

, Audit Acet Amendment.

Trustees Act Amendment. -

Country Areas Water Supply Act
Amendment.

7, Coal Miners’
ment.

S oo

Welfare Act Amend-

BILL—OPTOMETRISTS ACT
AMENDMENT

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 26th Sep-
tember.

HON. J. G. HISLOP (Metropolitan)
[4.40); It has been our practice in the
recent past to appoint boards to regulate
the system of training and registration of
certain persons practising in occupations
which might he regarded as ancillary to
the medical profession, These boards
have been appointed at the express
desire of everyone concerned, to raise the
standard of the work or, at least, to main-
tain the standard which these people have
attained.



